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After leaving the College, Katy 
read industrial microbiology at 
Imperial College London. In 

1983, after a brief stint abroad in the 
food industry, an ad for a trainee tea 
taster caught her eye and she joined 
Lyons Tetley, coincidentally, at the 
same time as fellow OE, David March-
ant (S46), was senior buyer. It was a 
five-year training programme, in which 
she learnt skills such as tea-tasting, 
buying and creating new blends, and 
also spent 12 months in tea growing 
countries, in her case, North India, Sri 
Lanka and Kenya. ‘To be able to buy 
and blend tea you need to be a tea 
taster. Tea is purchased as a finished 
product and is not further processed so 
we need to taste the tea to make sure it 
is if the right quality for our business. If 
it isn’t we can’t improve it afterwards!’

Katy now heads up a global team 
of 40 people, who source and buy 
teas either privately or at tea auctions 

(which Katy claims have lost much 
of their ‘drama and excitement’ now 
many are electronic, and no longer 
outcry auctions). Katy describes her 
job as ‘endlessly fascinating’ as there 
is ‘always more to learn. Her team 
looks after a blend portfolio of over 
120 blends packed in 15 factories 
around the world and sold in over 
60 countries. She also has to manage 
the risk in the long supply chain – is 
the crop down because of drought? 
Has heavy rain washed railway lines 
away? Is the port blocked by inward 
aid shipments or are pirates disrupt-
ing vessel schedules? She cites the 
key skills for the job as a love of the 
product and a delicate palate, as well 
as good numeracy skills and busi-
ness acumen. Katy is also a founding 
member and ex-chairman of the Ethi-
cal Tea Partnership, which protects 
social and environmental standards 
in tea gardens.  Charlotte Henley (N05)

OEs with unusual careers 
Katy Tubb (N75) is the Director of Tea Buying 
and Blending at Tata Global Beverages, the 
second largest buyer of tea in the world.

Katy enjoys a cuppa during a visit to a teashop in China

Second Lieutenant Douglas Lambert  
6th Buffs (The East Kent Regiment) 

Douglas ‘Daniel’ Lambert (Gonville 1899–
1902) is well known as the College’s first 
rugby international. Local historian Tom Hol-

lobone, whose father fought in the same battle and 
survived, though wounded, visited the area recently 
and brought back pictures and information which 
help to describe Lambert’s sad death at the age of 31. 
Lambert left a widow and a son who was born two 
months after his death.

The Loos Memorial commemorates over 20,000 
men who have no known grave and who were 
killed in the area. It stands on the site of a German 
strong point, known to the British as the Lens Road 
Redoubt, which was captured by the 15th (Scottish) 
Division on 25 September 1915, the first day of the 
battle. The walls on three sides of the memorial hold 
panels on which are inscribed the names of those 
who died.

The British High Command agreed to support 
a major attack by the French south of the mining/
industrial town of Lens. The plan was for six British 
infantry divisions on a front of 6½ miles to attack, 
through the village of Loos-en-Gohelle, the German 
lines to their east and north of Lens. The strategy 
was to give support to the French as well as drawing 
German troops from the eastern front, thus easing 
pressure on our Russian allies. If the combined French 
and British attack had been successful, it would have 
created a pincer around the occupied town of Lens, 
and squeezed the Germans from it. The British attack 
by all six divisions started on 25 September 1915 and 
on part of the front made impressive progress but 
the initial gains were not consolidated despite addi-

tional divisions being thrown into the battle. Attack 
was followed by counter-attack, the last serious 
effort by the British to force a breakthrough being 
on 13 October. As a result of its failure, British offen-
sive efforts at Loos were formally called off from 15 
October and the battle area then became a holding 
operation. Overall the battle of Loos was a serious 
failure, the British suffering over 60,000 casualties, 
of which about 26,000 were killed or missing. The 
average number of soldiers killed in each of the six 
divisions on the first day of the battle was actually 
higher than on 1 July 1916, the first day of the battle 
of the Somme.

Second Lieutenant Douglas Lambert served 
with the 6th Battalion of the Buffs, the East Kent 
Regiment, which was one of twelve infantry bat-
talions in the 12th (Eastern) Division, one of the 
reserve divisions thrown into the battle. On 13 
October, the last serious effort by the British to 
force a breakthrough, the 6th Buffs were required 
to make an attack over open ground on the Quar-
ries, a strongly fortified position about 2½ miles 
north of Loos, which the British had won earlier in 
the battle and then lost. The German machine gun 
fire was so effective that no one from the 6th Buffs 
advanced more than about 100 yards and over 400 
men, from the nominal battalion strength of 1,000, 
were killed or wounded. The 12th Division lost over 
3,300 men, killed, wounded, or missing in the three 
weeks between 30 September and 21 October 1915. 
Douglas Lambert was one of those who died and 
his body was not recovered.
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