
Wargrave history 
 
Heylyn Matheson opened a new boarding house at 52 Blackwater Road in 1888. He named the 
house Wargrave after his father-in-law’s parish in Berkshire. Next door, number 50, was a 
private residence, later to become Crosby House in 1914.  
 
In 1939, the College moved Crosby House to the former Ascham St Vincent’s school in Carlisle 
Road. They had intended to move Wargrave there as well but with the threat of German 
invasion on the south coast in June 1940, the school moved to Radley College in Oxfordshire 
and both the College and former Ascham St Vincent’s sites were taken over by the Royal Navy.  
 
Wargrave and Crosby houses were disbanded in 1942 when the housemasters moved back to 
Eastbourne to open the ‘Eastbourne Branch’ (Headmaster John Nugee wanted to maintain a 
presence in the town). 
 
In 1946, Wargrave reopened and took over the former Crosby House next door. A ‘bridge’ was 
built between the two properties during the following year and in the 1950s various extensions 
were built including a new dining room. Until 1965, when the new College dining hall was 
opened, boys ate in their own houses with meals often supplied by the housemaster’s wife. 
 
The last major refurbishment took place in 1991, when the ‘bridge’ was replaced by a three-
storey addition. 



  

Wargrave 1917  

The woman in the Red Cross uniform is believed to be Ethel Peacock, wife 

of the housemaster, George Peacock 

25 former Wargravians were killed during the First World War 



 

Crosby 1919-20 



 

Wargrave and Crosby houses, 1921 



 

50th anniversary 1938 



 

50th anniversary 1938 



 

Studies in ‘Old Crosby’ 1939 

Tennis courts in the garden of  

‘Old Crosby’ 1939 



 

1939 with housemaster Vin Allom 



 

New Crosby at former Ascham St Vincent’s 1940 
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