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Andy Pringle writes:

Pride of place must go to Charles Compton 
(Powell 2001-06) who won the intriguingly 
named Love Mug at the Rugby Fives Associa-

tion Club’s annual President’s Cup. It’s renowned as 
one of the most gruelling competitions in rugby 
fives, so it’s no small achievement to win one of the 
trophies - and, in Charles’ case, it was all the more 
impressive, given that this triumph came barely a 
week or two after he had successfully completed a 
solo walk around the entire coastline of Britain. 

He won his trophy on the courts at Marlbor-
ough College, and Andy Pringle (Reeves 1981-86) 
also picked up some silverware at the same venue 
this season. Sadly for him, the medal was only a silver 

OE Fives partnering Irishman George Miller. 
Better still, Andy is not the only proof that East-

bournian fives players improve with age: former staff 
member Spencer Beal and partner Tony Hamilton 
(not an OE, but a member of the Eastbourne Club) 
successfully defended their National Masters (over-
65s) title for the second time - again at Marlborough. 

Spencer’s fellow College staff member Kathleen 
Briedenhann also had another good year on the 
Fives circuit, where she was joined by OE Tessa Mills 
(Nugent 2008-13). The pair were runners-up in the 
National Ladies Doubles Championship, while Kath-
leen also took the silver medal in the singles, losing to 
the same girl who had beaten Tessa in the semi-finals. 

If there was a sad note, it was that the OE team 
was not able to take part in the annual Owers Trophy 
tournament for teams of old boys. A squad of Andy, 
Charles and Marcus Bate (Pennell 1993-98) was 
lined up to play, but a last-minute bout of ill health 
for Andy’s daughter (and the fear that he might pass 
on the sickness bug to the rest of the players) forced 
him – and therefore the team – to withdraw. All 
being well, we’ll have better news of the team to 
report next year.

Andy Pringle, left, was partnered by Hamish Buchanan 
in the National Veterans championship, when they 
won silver medals

Report by Chris Walker

S ome of our fixtures are only open to actual 
OEs, namely the Halford Hewitt, Grafton 
Morrish, Cyril Gray (for the over 50s), Sussex 

Schools and the Public Schools Putting Competi-
tion. However we also organise a whole host of 
friendly matches against other schools, a Spring 
Meeting and an Autumn Meeting, all of which are 
open to any member of the OEGS. And these are 
open to golfers of all abilities.

Membership of the OEGS costs £25 (or £5 if you 
are under 25 years old). You then pay only for the 
fixtures that you attend. And again, for anyone under 
25, we almost always generously subsidise their golf 
from OEGS funds.

The College maintains its position after an exhaustive process which saw a record number of schools submit 
entries to be included in the guide (last year there were over 350 entries). All entries were judged against 
an extensive set of criteria, with the chosen schools having outstanding facilities, fixture programmes 

and coaching.
The coaching team includes Director of Cricket Rob Ferley, former Kent and Notts county profes-

sional; James Tredwell, Kent and England international player, who has 18 years’ experience at the 
highest level; Sussex Cricket junior coach and seam-bowling specialist Aaron Watson; and wicket-
keeping coach Andy Hodd (Sussex, Surrey and Yorkshire CCCs).

The magazine included an interview with current Upper Sixth pupil Tawanda Muyeye, who 
has already scored two double-centuries for the 1st XI since joining the school in 2018, breaking 
a number of College records along the way. He pays tribute to the coaching team, saying that they 
know ‘exactly what it takes to be a successful cricketer.’

The Cricketer Top 100

In November 2019, The Cricketer magazine published its Top 100 schools for cricket, and 
the College was delighted to be included for the fourth year running.

one, but to be runner-up in the National Veterans’ 
Doubles Championship after winning the title for the 
previous three years is still a good effort. And, he 
managed a silver double this year by also finishing as 
runner-up in the Wallball UK Open over-40s doubles, 

It’s been a fairly quiet year for the OEs 
on the fives circuit, but not without 
some reward. 

OE Golf Society

Just over 80 people are currently members of the Old Eastbournian Golf Society 
(OEGS) but we would most definitely welcome even more. Membership is open 
to all members of the Eastbournian Society – OEs and also parents of former and 
current College pupils and members of staff of the College.

Our contacts are either President Chris Walker 
(president@oegolf.uk), Secretary David Bur t 
(secretary@oegolf.uk) or Treasurer Jo Grey  
(treasurer@oegolf.uk). Our website is www.oegolf.
uk, and we have a Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/groups/762739557127533/. We play on many 
magnificent golf courses, at times paying well below 
the usual green fee rate.

Performance in scratch tournaments
In the 2019 scratch team tournaments we had dis-
appointing results in the Halford Hewitt and Cyril 
Gray events but our team in the Grafton Morrish at 

Brancaster and Hunstanton in early October reached 
the quarter finals which represented a really excel-
lent performance.

Matches against other schools
We played matches against: Cranleigh (at Royal St 
George’s – no discernible result in 60mph winds), 
Hurstpierpoint (at Walton Heath – won 3.5/2.5), 
King’s Canterbury (at Rye – won 9.5/4.5), Brighton 
(also at Rye – won 2/1), Tonbridge (at West Sussex 
– won 8.5/3.5), Lancing (at West Hill – lost 1.5/2.5), 

The Grafton Morrish Qualifying at Knole Park GC; 
left to right: David Barwell, Chris Hampton, Ben 
Dawson, Adrian Sharpin, Tim Mote
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Old Eastbournian

Uppingham (at North Hants - lost), Sussex Schools 
(at West Sussex – third out of four) and Allhallows 
and Dover College (at West Surrey – second out 
of three).

The above record is testament to an excellent 
year in inter-school matches. Wins against such 
opponents as Hurstpierpoint, King’s Canterbury and 
Tonbridge do not come along that frequently.

Halford Hewitt 
Thursday 11 to Sunday 14 April 2019, Royal Cinque 
Ports GC 

a drop of rain, the sun shining occasionally, and the 
magnificent terrain encouraging you to play a greater 
variety of golf shots than most of us have in our bag, 
Royal West Norfolk is a course that should be on 
every golfer’s bucket list.

We were hosted as always with great charm by 
George and Belinda Eve who also generously invited 
everyone to their house for champagne after the 
Saturday warm-up round(s) and before the evening 
meal. There, before the champagne had a chance 
to kick in, we drew the pairings for the next day’s 
foursomes: one high handicap player partnering a 
low handicapper.Result: Lost 3 & 2 in main draw against Framlingham. 

Lost 2 & 1 in the Princes Plate against Clifton.
We had a most enjoyable time despite the results 

on the golf courses falling below what we would 
have hoped for and indeed expected. A few of us 
practised at Royal Cinque Ports, Deal, on the Tuesday 
and then the majority of the team did the same on 
the Wednesday. In the first round of the Hewitt on 
Thursday 11 April, for the second year running, we 
faced Framlingham. We beat then in 2018 but they 
had strengthened their team with the addition of 
two young players and this proved to be the vital 
difference. Adrian Sharpin and Geoff Campbell won 
as did David Barwell and Will Hylton, the latter 
against Framlingham’s top pair of John Wybar and 
Lottie Whyman. The last match to finish (to seal a 3-2 
win for Framlingham) was the one involving Grant 
Leonard and Charlie Oakley with Charlie playing in 
his first Hewitt and with a good number of his family 
watching the action. In the Plate, on Friday 12 April, 
we lost by two matches to one in the first round to 
Clifton with Tim Mote and Charlie Oakley being our 
victorious pair. Malvern emerged as winners of the 
Hewitt and the Prince’s Plate was won by Lancing.

The team comprised: Ben Dawson, Grant 
Leonard, Adrian Sharpin, Geoff Campbell, David 
Barwell, Charlie Oakley, Will Hylton, Tim Mote, Ian 
Sands and Chris Walker. Paul Wickman was our non-
travelling reserve. And we were extremely grateful 
for support from David Stewart, Nigel Wheeler and 
the Oakley family.

Roll on the next Halford Hewitt which takes 
place between 2 and 5 April 2020.

Spring Meeting
Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 April 2019, Royal West 
Norfolk GC 
You don’t have to be hardy to play spring golf at 
Royal West Norfolk, Brancaster in April – but it helps. 
On the one hand, we found that if you lean back-
wards into a 50mph wind, it will support your weight 
and be comfortingly relaxing until the gust drops and 
you recoil backwards.

On the other hand, a driver may not be enough 
club to reach four of the par threes. Yet, with barely 

The OE Halford Hewitt team at Royal Cinque Ports 
Golf Club; left to right: Ian Sands, Tim Mote, Chris 
Walker, Ben Dawson, Adrian Sharpin, David Barwell, 
Grant Leonard, Geoff Campbell, Will Hylton, (Charles 
Oakley not present)

The OE Cyril Gray team at Worplesdon GC; left to 
right: Tony Dunn, Tim Bevan-Thomas, Ben Burrows, 
Jay Lorton, Chris Walker, Paul Wickman

The AGM Meeting at Piltdown GC; left to right: 
David Burt, Ben Burrows, Peter Henley, David Wells, 
Brian Jay, Jay Lorton, Andrew Langlands, Tony Dunn, 
David Barwell, Sue Eccles

The Spring Meeting at Royal West Norfolk Golf 
Club; left to right: Ian Henley, Colin Farrant, George 
Eve, David Stewart, Andrew Sherwood, Peter Henley, 
David Burt, Chris Walker

George Eve (centre) presenting the Robinson Salver 
to the victorious pairing of Chris Walker (left) and 
David Dunn (right) at the Spring Meeting

On Sunday, we played for the Peter Robinson 
silver salver : David Stewart with David Burt, Andrew 
Sherwood with Colin Farrant, Peter Henley with his 
brother Ian, and Chris Walker with David Dunn, the 
latter pair winning the trophy with 29 points.

Grafton Morrish Qualifying
Saturday 11 May 2019, Knole Park GC
The qualifying for the Grafton Morrish Finals, which 
are played in Norfolk in the autumn, takes the form 
of three foursome pairs returning Stableford Points, 
off scratch, with the top seven teams out of approxi-
mately 17 on total points going through. The Old 
Eastbournian team consisted of Chris Hampton and 
Tim Mote who scored 29, Adrian Sharpin and Ben 
Dawson with 28 and Chris Walker and David Barwell 
with 23. Our total of 80 points saw us qualify for the 
finals in fifth place which was a most gratifying result 
achieved despite sun, rain and even hail!

AGM Open Meeting
Sunday 12 May 2019, Piltdown GC
This year’s winner of the Merritt Challenge Cup 
was OEGS President, Chris Walker with 27 points 
off scratch. The winner of the handicap competition 
was Tony Dunn with 34 points, second place was 
shared between Ben Burrows and Chris Walker 

with 33 points each and Sue Eccles was third with 
31 points. David Barwell won the longest drive and 
Sue Eccles was nearest the pin on the 18th hole.

Match v Eastbourne College 
Thursday 16 May 2019, Royal Eastbourne GC
This was a very enjoyable match which finished a 
2-all draw. The OEGS were represented by match 
manager Brian Jay and Adrian Sharpin who both 
won and Ian Fletcher-Price and Peter Henley who 
were much more considerate towards their College 
opponents.

Public Schools Putting Competition
Tuesday 4 June 2019, Royal Wimbledon GC
A great day at Royal Wimbledon GC for the Schools 
Putting Competition 2019. Our team of four, Ben 
Burrows, Ben Dawson, Will Thornton and Grant 
Leonard, performed well and came fourth out of 
eight schools, just missing a spot in the finals. After a 
nervy start in all four first matches we hit our straps 
and got the measure of the vast, undulating green 
outside the magnificent RWGC clubhouse. Ben Bur-
row’s decision to use an ancient putter certainly paid 
off, Ben Dawson took momentum from his two over 
par round earlier in the day into the competition 
itself, while Will’s decision to use a new putter was 
a stroke of genius. Leonard’s two pre-competition 
Kummels also appeared to help. The decision to play 
the course beforehand (at the reasonable members 
guest rate) was enjoyed by all and the course really is 
an oasis, five miles from the centre of London.

Cyril Gray Tournament
Thursday 27 to Saturday 29 June 2019,  
Worplesdon GC

Our first round opponents were Stowe and we 
fielded a team with three OEs who were new to 
the Cyril Gray, namely Tim Bevan-Thomas, Jay Lorton 
and Tony Dunn. Chris Walker and Tim played top 
against a very impressive Stowe pair and went down 
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badly by 8 & 6. Paul Wickman and Jay did only slightly 
less badly, losing by 5 & 4. Tony and Ben Burrows 
performed much better and were one up with 4 to 
play when a half was agreed.

This meant that we were straight into the Plate 
against St Bees. Chris and Jay had a good match but 
still went down by 3 & 2. Paul and Tim lost by 4 
& 3 but Tony and Ben were very solid and ran out 
winners by 6 & 5. So losses in both rounds, but the 
course and the weather were magnificent. Stowe 
went as far as the semi-finals, then losing to the 
eventual tournament winners, Liverpool. Canford 
won the Plate.

Autumn Meeting
Saturday 14 September 2019, Cooden Beach GC

The 18-hole Stableford competition for the 
Cawston Cup was played from the white tees with 
full handicap allowance. The weather was fine and 
sunny but with a testing 10mph breeze from the 
east. This easterly wind certainly made the course 
more testing than would the more usual westerly 
one. David Dunn, playing off a handicap of 20, won 
the trophy with 35 points. Chris Walker scored a 
spectacular eagle 2 at the 364 yard 9th. The course 
was in good condition and positive comments on 
the day were received by match manager Andrew 
Langlands from all of the OEGS participants. 

Sussex Schools Tournament
Sunday 22 September 2019, West Sussex GC
The Sussex Schools Tournament was, once again, 
played at West Sussex Golf Club. The teams taking 
par t, playing scratch foursomes matchplay (2 
points for a win, 1 point for a halved match), were 
Eastbourne, Brighton, Hurstpierpoint and Lancing. 

We failed to win a match in the morning but 
ended up avoiding the Wooden Spoon via wins in 
the afternoon by Mark Justice and Chris Hampton 
(by 2 up) and Tim Mote and Chris Walker (by 4 
& 3). Our other pair comprised local man Ben 
Burrows and David Barwell. 

The final points scores were: Hurstpierpoint 9, 
Lancing 8, Eastbourne 4, Brighton 3.

Notable in the morning was Chris Hampton’s 
rapid trip from Walton Heath to West Sussex, he 
having misunderstood where we were playing!

Grafton Morrish Finals
Friday 4 to Sunday 6 October 2019, Brancaster and 
Hunstanton GC
The team comprising Mark Justice, Mark Stewart, 
Adrian Sharpin, Tim Mote, Will Hylton and Mark 
Simpson were drawn against Bury in the second 
round of this year’s tournament (Eastbourne having 
had the good fortune to have a bye in the first 
round). Playing at Brancaster, in relatively calm condi-
tions, the team performed well and were victorious 
by 2.5 to 0.5.

The third round saw Eastbourne drawn against 
Stewart’s Melville at Hunstanton. With Mark Justice 
and Mark Stewart seeing off their top pair and Will 
Hylton and Mark Simpson succumbing to a strong 
third pair, it was down to Adrian Sharpin and Tim 
Mote to go ‘extra holes’ having halved their match. 
Fortune favoured Eastbourne and we proceeded to 
the quarter finals! With only 15 minutes for lunch, 
we set out to dispatch George Watson’s. The two 
Marks went out first and halved their match. (They 
then proceeded in playing extra holes – just in case 
– and came out on top). The second pair of Adrian 
and Tim sadly lost, as did Will and Mark. So, we 
had an eventful tournament which saw us reach 
the quarter finals – the first time for many years.

The team stayed in a lovely cottage owned by 
the son of George Eve which provided extremely 
comfortable accommodation. Both courses were 
in fabulous condition and the OE team is looking 
forward to going further next year.

The Autumn Meeting at Cooden Beach; left to right: 
Ben Dawson, Ziggy Trezbinski, Grant Leonard, winner 
David Dunn, Chris Walker, match manager Andrew 
Langlands, Tony Dunn

I t was a well-balanced match played in 
20-minute thirds to accommodate for the 
lack of match-day fitness post our College 

years, but both sides gave it their all with 
the Merlins coming out on top with a 14-10 
victory. Debut tries from Murray Trott and 
George Marshall kept us in the fight, but 
unfortunately it was not to be. Seeing the 
camaraderie between the different age 
groups is what the Stags is all about, and this 
was certainly on show on College Field. With 
many players never playing together before, 
there were hints of the ‘joué joué’ style that 
we have adopted over the years.

It was great to have a range of ages 
playing in the Stags, which is what the club 
was set up for, and I encourage as many 
leavers of the 2020 class to get involved 
after July. Special mention must go to Jeremy 
Dodge, who continuously pulls the strings 
on his annual College Field match and we 
hope that this wasn’t the last time that we 
see him pull on the infamous maroon and 
white squares.

With a large hole to fill after the depar-
ture of Oscar Orellana-Hyder, I hope that 
the Stags will return to their former glory 
with a continuous string of matches in the 
coming years.

I only hope that Hector Veasey has 
recovered from his cramp that he stopped 
the match for.� James Potter

OE Stags rugby

Stags rugby is back! On 28 September the Old Eastbournian Stags 
hosted the Merlins from London, a team that we have played multiple 
times in the past and who have always been a fierce opposition.

The Stags team on College Field on Reunion day, Saturday 28 September




