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badly by 8 & 6. Paul Wickman and Jay did only slightly 
less badly, losing by 5 & 4. Tony and Ben Burrows 
performed much better and were one up with 4 to 
play when a half was agreed.

This meant that we were straight into the Plate 
against St Bees. Chris and Jay had a good match but 
still went down by 3 & 2. Paul and Tim lost by 4 
& 3 but Tony and Ben were very solid and ran out 
winners by 6 & 5. So losses in both rounds, but the 
course and the weather were magnificent. Stowe 
went as far as the semi-finals, then losing to the 
eventual tournament winners, Liverpool. Canford 
won the Plate.

Autumn Meeting
Saturday 14 September 2019, Cooden Beach GC

The 18-hole Stableford competition for the 
Cawston Cup was played from the white tees with 
full handicap allowance. The weather was fine and 
sunny but with a testing 10mph breeze from the 
east. This easterly wind certainly made the course 
more testing than would the more usual westerly 
one. David Dunn, playing off a handicap of 20, won 
the trophy with 35 points. Chris Walker scored a 
spectacular eagle 2 at the 364 yard 9th. The course 
was in good condition and positive comments on 
the day were received by match manager Andrew 
Langlands from all of the OEGS participants. 

Sussex Schools Tournament
Sunday 22 September 2019, West Sussex GC
The Sussex Schools Tournament was, once again, 
played at West Sussex Golf Club. The teams taking 
par t, playing scratch foursomes matchplay (2 
points for a win, 1 point for a halved match), were 
Eastbourne, Brighton, Hurstpierpoint and Lancing. 

We failed to win a match in the morning but 
ended up avoiding the Wooden Spoon via wins in 
the afternoon by Mark Justice and Chris Hampton 
(by 2 up) and Tim Mote and Chris Walker (by 4 
& 3). Our other pair comprised local man Ben 
Burrows and David Barwell. 

The final points scores were: Hurstpierpoint 9, 
Lancing 8, Eastbourne 4, Brighton 3.

Notable in the morning was Chris Hampton’s 
rapid trip from Walton Heath to West Sussex, he 
having misunderstood where we were playing!

Grafton Morrish Finals
Friday 4 to Sunday 6 October 2019, Brancaster and 
Hunstanton GC
The team comprising Mark Justice, Mark Stewart, 
Adrian Sharpin, Tim Mote, Will Hylton and Mark 
Simpson were drawn against Bury in the second 
round of this year’s tournament (Eastbourne having 
had the good fortune to have a bye in the first 
round). Playing at Brancaster, in relatively calm condi-
tions, the team performed well and were victorious 
by 2.5 to 0.5.

The third round saw Eastbourne drawn against 
Stewart’s Melville at Hunstanton. With Mark Justice 
and Mark Stewart seeing off their top pair and Will 
Hylton and Mark Simpson succumbing to a strong 
third pair, it was down to Adrian Sharpin and Tim 
Mote to go ‘extra holes’ having halved their match. 
Fortune favoured Eastbourne and we proceeded to 
the quarter finals! With only 15 minutes for lunch, 
we set out to dispatch George Watson’s. The two 
Marks went out first and halved their match. (They 
then proceeded in playing extra holes – just in case 
– and came out on top). The second pair of Adrian 
and Tim sadly lost, as did Will and Mark. So, we 
had an eventful tournament which saw us reach 
the quarter finals – the first time for many years.

The team stayed in a lovely cottage owned by 
the son of George Eve which provided extremely 
comfortable accommodation. Both courses were 
in fabulous condition and the OE team is looking 
forward to going further next year.

The Autumn Meeting at Cooden Beach; left to right: 
Ben Dawson, Ziggy Trezbinski, Grant Leonard, winner 
David Dunn, Chris Walker, match manager Andrew 
Langlands, Tony Dunn

I t was a well-balanced match played in 
20-minute thirds to accommodate for the 
lack of match-day fitness post our College 

years, but both sides gave it their all with 
the Merlins coming out on top with a 14-10 
victory. Debut tries from Murray Trott and 
George Marshall kept us in the fight, but 
unfortunately it was not to be. Seeing the 
camaraderie between the different age 
groups is what the Stags is all about, and this 
was certainly on show on College Field. With 
many players never playing together before, 
there were hints of the ‘joué joué’ style that 
we have adopted over the years.

It was great to have a range of ages 
playing in the Stags, which is what the club 
was set up for, and I encourage as many 
leavers of the 2020 class to get involved 
after July. Special mention must go to Jeremy 
Dodge, who continuously pulls the strings 
on his annual College Field match and we 
hope that this wasn’t the last time that we 
see him pull on the infamous maroon and 
white squares.

With a large hole to fill after the depar-
ture of Oscar Orellana-Hyder, I hope that 
the Stags will return to their former glory 
with a continuous string of matches in the 
coming years.

I only hope that Hector Veasey has 
recovered from his cramp that he stopped 
the match for.� James Potter

OE Stags rugby

Stags rugby is back! On 28 September the Old Eastbournian Stags 
hosted the Merlins from London, a team that we have played multiple 
times in the past and who have always been a fierce opposition.

The Stags team on College Field on Reunion day, Saturday 28 September




