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Book now  
for a visit



 

  

all old eastbournians, parents, 

college staff and other members 

of the eastbournian society are 

cordially invited to

You can book your place(s) online at  

https://eastbourniansociety.org/event/annualdinner23

Or call us on 01323 452316 or send an email to  

es@eastbourne-college.co.uk

thE annual 

dinnEr

Friday 21 april 2023
The Grand hotel, eastbourne, bn21 4eQ

•	Formal	evening	wear	(‘Black	tie’)

•	Reception	drinks	from	6.00pm

•	Three-course	dinner

•	Half	bottle	of	wine	per	person

•	Tea	or	coffee	and	petits-fours

  

Monday 5 June 2023, 12.30pm
st George's hill lawn Tennis club, 

Warreners lane,  

Weybridge  

KT13 0ll

•	The	club	offers	opportunities	for	
swimming	and	tennis	in	the	
morning	to	help	you	build	up	an	
appetite	for	lunch!

•	The	meal	costs	£50	per	person	
and	includes	a	drink	on	arrival,	
three-course	lunch	with	wine,	
followed	by	coffee.

The	lunch	is	an	opportunity	for	all	senior	OEs	(who	
are	encouraged	also	to	bring	partners)	to	meet	for	a	
convivial	meal	which	has	become	firmly	established	as	
a	popular	annual	event.

Guest speaker  
the hon toM lawson, 
ColleGe headMaster: 

'living above the shop: 

from Downing street to 

headmaster's house'

You can book your place(s) online at  

https://eastbourniansociety.org/event/over60slunch

Or call us on 01323 452314 or send an email to  

es@eastbourne-college.co.uk

lunchThe	Over-60s

Guest oF honour:  
paul Mayhew-arCher

•	Places	cost	£85	per	person	
(£50	for	OEs	aged	29	and	
under)

 All	tickets	are	subsidised	by	the	
Eastbournian	Society	and	the	
Old	Eastbournian	Association our guest of honour is comedy writer and 

producer Paul Mayhew-archer (reeves 
1967–71), famous for The Vicar of Dibley, Mrs 
Brown’s Boys, and, on radio, I’m Sorry I Haven’t 
A Clue and Old Harry’s Game. in more recent 
years, Paul has taken to the stand-up circuit 
with his one-man show, Incurable Optimist, 
about the funny side of Parkinson’s.



IMPORTANT:  
plaCes For lunCh, tea 
and/or dinner Must Be 
Booked in adVanCe.

New	Eastbournian	
Society	events	are	
regularly	added	to	our	
events	list	at	www.

eastbourniansociety.org/events.

Below	is	a	list	of	events	that	are	
planned	at	the	time	of	publication,	
but	please	check	the	website	for	
the	latest	details	or	call	us	on	01323	
452316.	events are at the college 
unless otherwise indicated.

the day’s aCtiVities inClude:

This year the reunion is open to all 
old eastbournians and former 
members of staff. husbands, wives and 
partners are also welcome as guests.

you can come to as many or as few of 
the day’s events as you wish. There 
will be a £25 charge for the evening 
dinner but lunch and tea are free.

datEs fOr yOur diary

sat 18 Mar 
annual quiz and dinner

Wed 29 Mar 
Theatre trip: Oklahoma!
Wyndham’s	Theatre,	London

fri 21 apr 
eastbournian society annual dinner
The	Grand	Hotel,	Eastbourne

Tue 25 apr 
Media and journalism networking
Central	London	venue	tbc

Wed 3 May 
Talk: My Journey and an Arctic Fox  
with Peter fellows

Tue 16 May 
A Little Night Music: an evening of musical 
theatre

Mon 5 Jun 
over-60s lunch
St	George’s	Hill	Club,	Weybridge

sat 10 Jun 
foundation Day for benefactors and 
Devonshire society members

sun 11 Jun 
Cricketer Cup first round, OEs v Old 
Wellingtonians

Thu 15 Jun 
Theatre trip: 42nd Street
Sadler’s	Wells	Theatre,	London

sat 17 June 
Tour and reception for grandparents

Thu 22 Jun 
cricket: 1st Xi v Mcc and evening cricket 
dinner

sat 1 Jul 
es reception at speech Day

fri 7 Jul 
The annual foundation Golf challenge
Royal	Eastbourne	GC

sat 9 sep 
old eastbournian reunion day

Wed 13 sep 
Theatre trip: Crazy For You
Gillian	Lynne	Theatre,	London

Thu 14 sep 
Marketing networking
Venue tbc

sat 23 sep 
london guided walk
Venue tbc

sun 22 oct 
army benevolent fund curry lunch

Tue 7 nov 
banking and broking networking
PwC,	London

Wed 22 nov 
insurance networking
Central	London	venue	tbc

Thu 14 Dec 
carol service
All	Saints’	Church,	Eastbourne

Mon 25 Dec 
christmas Day service
College	Chapel

You can book your place(s) online at  

https://eastbourniansociety.org/event/reunion2023

Or call us on 01323 452316 or send an email to  

es@eastbourne-college.co.uk

2023
thE Old EastbOurnian

rEuniOn
saturday 
septeMBer9

• Lunch

• Guided tour of the College

• Rugby on College Field 

• Tea

• Visits to former houses

• Evensong in Chapel

• Evening drinks reception and dinner
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thE Old EastbOurnian 2022

I 
write	this	introduction	in	rather	an	emotional	state.	I	have	just	finished	reading	
through	the	magazine	proofs,	painstakingly	and	meticulously	pulled	together	by	
David	 Blake.	 Wow!	 What	 an	 impressive	 community	 we	 are.	 I	 am	 moved	 and	

humbled	by	the	achievements	of	so	many	Old	Eastbournians	and	the	wider	com-
munity	of	parents,	friends,	Old	Androvians	and	Old	Aschamians.	

I	 hope	 that	 when	 the	 magazine	 landed	 on	 your	 doorstep	 or	 in	 your	 inbox,	
you	felt	a	frisson	of	excitement	and	anticipation	–	as	one	OE	said	to	me	recently	
‘it	always	feels	a	bit	like	Christmas	when	the	magazine	is	delivered’.	So,	without	
fur ther	ado,	I	am	extraordinarily	proud	to	present	the	Old Eastbournian	2022,	the	
Journal	of	the	Eastbournian	Society.	Please	do	let	us	know	what	you	think	of	the	
new	look	and	feel,	we’d	really	appreciate	your	feedback.

It	is	bursting	with	adventure	(A	War time	Escape	From	Occupied	France,	page	
32),	intrigue	(Whatever	Happened	to	Macho	Frog?,	page	61),	drama	(Circus,	page	
20),	celebration	(the	London	dinner,	page	18),	history	(Notes	From	the	Archives,	
page	41)	highlights	(The	College	Year,	page	62)	and	friendship	(OE	get-togethers,	
page	 52).	 There	 are	 also	 the	 inevitable	 obituaries	 (page	 92).	 I	 know	 this	 is	 the	
section	that	some	people	flick	to	first,	and	I	have	no	doubt	that	a	wash	of	emotions	
will	 pass	 over	 you	 as	 you	 read	 the	 ar ticles.	 They	 are	 an	 incredible	 biographical	
record	of	Eastbournians	we	are	so	pleased	to	honour	in	this	way.

The	 Eastbournian	 Society	 is,	 as	 ever,	 at	 your	 disposal	 and	 we	 always	 love	 to	
hear	your	news;	you	can	find	our	contact	details	on	page	110.	If	you	are	not	yet	
registered	on	the	website	www.eastbourniansociety.org,	I	urge	you	please	to	do	

so,	and	keep	in	touch	with	us	and	each	other.	You	will	need	to	‘opt-in’	
in	order	to	receive	our	regular	newsletters	and	events	emails.	You	
can	even	scan	this	QR	code	to	register	(just	one	of	the	new	initiatives	
we	have	embraced,	along	with	online	payments	for	events).

There	 have	 been	 a	 few	 changes	 to	 our	 team	 here	 at	 ES	 HQ;	
Helen,	who	was	our	community	and	alumni	engagement	officer,	is	now	suppor ting	
husband	 Jon	 Medlycott	 (Pennell	 1989–94)	 who	 took	 on	 the	 helm	 in	 Nugent	 in	
September	2022.	Sam	Wicks	(Powell	2005–10),	who	replaced	Lulu	Brown,	has	
also	moved	on	to	take	up	a	full-time	position	in	events	management.	We	are	so	
grateful	to	them	both	for	everything	they	brought	to	the	team	and	are	delighted	
that	Jayne	Caines,	who	has	a	son	at	St	Andrew’s	and	one	at	the	College,	has	joined	
us	recently	as	an	administrator	(what	did	we	do	without	her?).

In	other	team	news,	JT,	David	Blake,	Paul	Jordan	and	I	continue	to	keep	out	of	
mischief	and	are	in	the	process	of	recruiting	an	events	officer	and	also	a	develop-
ment	officer	to	assist	as	we	move	into	full-on	fundraising	mode	(see	my	repor t	
on	page	15).

Thank	you	to	everyone	who	has	contributed	to	this	edition,	and	for	your	con-
tinued	suppor t	of	the	charity.	I	think	you	are	all	amazing	and	we	can’t	wait	to	see	
what	the	next	year	will	bring.	 emma
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a welCoMe FroM eMMa Garrett

We	welcome	contributions	to	
the	magazine,	whether	items	of	
news,	recollections,	obituaries,	
repor ts	of	social	gatherings	and	
reunions,	or	longer	ar ticles	which	
may	be	of	interest	to	our	readers.	
Photographs	are	welcome	too.	
Please	do	get	in	touch	with	us	at	
es@eastbourne-college.co.uk	if	
you	would	like	to	submit	something	
and	we	can	advise	on	the	length	of	
the	ar ticle.

The	Old Eastbournian	2022	was	compiled	and	
edited	by	David	Blake.	Editorial	contributions	
are	credited	in	the	magazine.	It	was	designed	
by	Mar tin	Bannon	(mar tinbannon.design@
hotmail.co.uk)	and	printed	and	distributed	by	
Halcyon	(www.halcyon-uk.com).

The es team: JT, Jayne and David, with emma in 
front, proudly displaying our bashers (see page 40)
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hEr MajEsty QuEEn ElizabEth ii
The	news	of	the	death	of	Her	Majesty	the	Queen	on	8	September	was	received	with	great	sadness	at	the	College

A
lthough	it	was	only	the	first	full	week	
of	term,	the	school	responded	with	
two	 ser vices	 of	 remembrance	 in	

the	chapel	the	following	day,	which	allowed	
all	pupils	to	pay	their	respects.	The	Union	
Flag	 was	 flown	 at	 half-mast,	 and	 a	 fur ther	
service	 was	 held	 on	 Saturday	 10	 Septem-
ber,	for	guests	who	were	attending	the	OE	
reunion.	That	was	also	the	day	of	the	proc-
lamation	of	King	Charles	III,	so	the	flag	was	
raised	at	10.30am,	returning	to	half-mast	at	
1.00pm	 on	 Sunday,	 staying	 there	 until	 the	
day	after	the	state	funeral.

On	28	October	1966,	Her	Majesty	had	
visited	 the	 College	 as	 par t	 of	 the	 school’s	
10 0 th	 anniver sar y	 celebrations	 in	 the	
1966 – 67	 academic	 year,	 and	 the	 photo-
graph	 which	 she	 had	 signed	 that	 day	 was	
put	on	display	in	the	chapel	for	pupils	and	
visitors	 to	 see	 during	 the	 remembrance	
services.	

The	College	archives	team	also	unearthed	
a	 coronation	 chair	 which	 had	 been	 used	
in	 Westminster	 Abbey	 on	 the	 day	 of	 the	
queen’s	coronation	on	2	June	1953.	This	had	
been	presented	to	the	College	by	Colonel	
NK	 Hill	 (Blackwater	 1916–19),	 a	 guest	 at	
the	coronation.	It	had	originally	taken	pride	
of	place	in	the	Cavendish	Library,	now	the	
LRC,	but	had	been	in	storage	for	a	number	

of	 years.	 When	 looking	 at	 the	 photos	 of	
the	queen’s	1966	visit,	we	realised	that	this	
was	the	chair	on	which	she	had	been	sitting	
when	 she	 signed	 her	 official	 por trait.	 The	
chair	 was	 also	 placed	 in	 the	 chapel	 during	
the	remembrance	services.

The queen’s visit in 1966 is fondly 

remembered by many OEs, and Philip 

Hepburn (Blackwater 1961–66) sent us his 

and Richard Canham’s recollections:

A	unique	day	in	my	life	which	I	remember	
very	clearly.	At	the	time	I	was	deputy	head	
of	 school	 and	 was	 chosen,	 with	 head	 boy	
Richard	Canham	(School	1961–67)	and	the	
headmaster	 Michael	 Birley,	 to	 accompany	
the	royal	party	and	to	be	introduced	to	HM	
the	Queen	and	the	Duke	of	Edinburgh.

The	intention	had	been	that	the	queen	
would	be	accompanied	by	the	headmaster	
and	 the	 duke	 by	 the	 head	 boy	 and	 this	 is	
how	 it	 was	 at	 the	 rehearsal.	 However,	 a	
little	 later	 Richard	 was	 summoned	 by	 his	
housemaster,	 Peter	 Phillips,	 and	 told	 that	
the	 palace	 had	 requested	 the	 queen	 be	
accompanied	 by	 the	 head	 boy.	 A	 great	
honour	 for	 Richard,	 but	 probably	 a	 huge	
disappointment	for	Michael	Birley.

The	 visit	 was	 scheduled	 to	 begin	 at	
4.00pm,	 but	the	motorcade	 did	 not	enter	

the	memorial	gates	until	well	after	5.00pm.	
By	this	time	it	was	dark	and	rain	was	threat-
ening,	thus	requiring	the	mobilisation	of	the	
umbrella	 detail.	 This	 consisted	 of	 three	 of	
the	 larger	 members	 of	 the	 1st	 XV,	 Harry	
Marchington	 (Pennell	 1962– 66),	 Maurice	
Trapp	(Gonville	1962–67)	and	Ollie	Mase-
field	(School	1962–67).

The portrait and the coronation chair in the chapel on 9 september 2022
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OLD	E ASTBOURNIAN

hM The Queen, sitting on the coronation chair, signs her portrait in big 
school

My	first	impression	as	the	queen	stepped	
out	of	the	car	was	how	small	she	was!	There	
was	 a	 cer tain	 amount	 of	 milling	 about	 as	
everyone	 seemed	 to	 be	 struggling	 to	 find	
their	correct	places.

Eventually	 the	 introduc tions	 began.	
Headmaster	 Michael	 Birley	 and	 his	 wife	
Ann,	 were	 ‘presented’	 by	 the	 Mayor	 of	
Eastbourne,	 Alderman	 Winnie	 Lee.	 She	
was	 also	 a	 very	 tiny	 lady	 and	 seemed	 to	
be	 a	 bundle	 of	 nerves.	 I	 know	 she	 mixed	
up	 some	 of	 the	 names!	 Then	 Lord	 Tenby,	
chair	 of	 the	 College	 Council,	 took	 over	 to	
introduce	 Richard	 and	 me.	 The	 Duke	 of	
Norfolk	was	also	in	the	royal	par ty	and	he	
apologised	 to	 Richard	 for	 their	 late	 arrival	
saying	that	‘Luncheon	had	taken	longer	than	
expected’!

The	 actual	 introductions	 passed	 in	 a	
flash.	It	really	seemed	like	meeting	ordinary	
people,	 which	 helped	 to	 dispel	 any	 trace	
of	 nervousness.	 The	 queen’s	 smile	 is	 well	
documented	 and	 absolutely	 genuine.	 The	
duke’s	handshake	is	very	firm	and	he	looks	
you	straight	in	the	eye.

My	 allotted	 task	 was	 to	 accompany	 the	
lady-in-waiting,	 Lady	 Susan	 Hussey.	 First	 I	
had	 to	 make	 myself	 known	 to	 Sir	 Edward	
Ford,	 the	 queen’s	 private	 secretary,	 who	
would	 then	 introduce	 me	to	 Lady	Susan!	 I	
have	to	say	she	was	charming	and	made	me	
feel	completely	at	ease.

After	 more	 shuffling	 about,	 the	 par ty	
moved	off	through	the	memorial	arch	onto	
the	 perimeter	 of	 College	 Field,	 where	 the	

headmaster’s	 daughter	 Joanna	 Birley	 pre-
sented	 the	 queen	 with	 a	 bouquet.	 Then	
Donald	Perrens	asked	the	queen	to	inspect	
the	CCF	guard	of	honour,	which	of	course	
she	 did.	 Following	 this,	 Richard	 called	 for	
three	 cheers	 and	 I	 was	 thanking	 my	 lucky	
stars	it	was	not	me.	Shouting	loudly	in	such	
exalted	 company	 ‘School,	 three	 cheers	
for	 Her	 Majesty	 the	 Queen	 and	 his	 Royal	
Highness	the	Duke	of	Edinburgh’,	would	I’m	
sure	have	left	me	tongue	tied!	For tunately,	
Richard	was	word	perfect!	

The	 queen	 then	 turned	 to	 him	 and	
said,	‘Now	where	do	we	go?’	Informality	in	
action?	It	cer tainly	put	him	at	ease!

The	par ty	moved	on	down	the	cloisters,	
where	in	one	of	the	classrooms,	they	were	
enter tained	by	a	rehearsal	of	the	dramatic	
society’s	 production	 of	 The Fire Raisers.	
Philip	Le	Brocq	was	directing,	thus,	needless	
to	say,	the	scene	he	had	chosen	was	over tly	
loud	and	full	of	action!

Back	 in	 the	 cloisters,	 we	 were	 greeted	
by	the	sight	of	the	school	hovercraft	in	full	
‘flight’,	with	Rober t	Vale	(School	1962–67)	
and	 Peter	 Maddocks	 (Powell	 1962– 66),	
the	 designers	 and	 builders	 on	 board.	 The	
duke	seemed	interested	and	went	over	to	
speak	to	them.	Richard	was	nearby	and	he	
heard	Rober t	ask	the	duke	if	he	would	like	
a	ride.	He	very	firmly	let	it	be	known	that	
he	 wouldn’t!	 I	 understood	 later	 that	 while	
being	impressed,	he	suggested	(quite	rightly	
as	it	turned	out	many	years	later!),	that	such	
devices	had	little	future.

We	then	moved	into	Big	School	where	
exhibitions	 of	 various	 activities	 were	 on	
display.	This	seemed	to	be	a	little	contrived,	
but	must	have	been	necessary	in	order	to	
give	the	queen	some	ideas	of	what	went	on	
at	the	school,	in	a	very	limited	time	frame.

These	displays	were	in	the	alcoves	along	
each	 side	 of	 the	 building.	 They	 largely	
covered	 examples	 of	 the	 work	 of	 various	
College	 societies	 and	 special	 interests	 of	
individual	students.	At	one	of	these,	a	pupil	
whose	 name	 escapes	 me,	 was	 exhibit-
ing	 a	 collection	 of	 medieval	 weaponry.	 It	
had	 been	 suggested	 that	 this	 chap	 was	 an	
avowed	 republican	 and	 that	 ‘security’	 (if	
there	 was	 any)	 took	 a	 special	 interest	 in	
him!	 On	 the	 stage,	 John	 Walker	 was	 con-
ducting	a	choir	practice.

We	 then	 moved	 to	 the	 lobby	 of	 Big	
School,	 where	 Michal	 Bir ley	 asked	 the	
queen	to	sign	the	visitor’s	book	and	a	por-
trait	 of	 herself.	 She	 obviously	 agreed	 but	
then	 occurred	 a	 slightly	 more	 significant	
break	down	in	planning.	There	was	no	pen!

Suddenly	 from	 somewhere	 appeared	
Marcus	 Lyon,	 the	 master	 in	 charge	 of	 ar t,	
ex tracting	 his	 own	 pen	 from	 his	 jacket	
pocket.	The	queen	signed	with	this	and	the	
day	 was	 saved.	 Marcus	 said	 to	 me	 after-
wards	that	he	would	treasure	that	pen	for	
the	rest	of	his	life!

Soon	after	this	the	royal	par ty	depar ted,	
having	 been	 at	 the	 school	 for	 rather	 less	
than	 30	 minutes.	 The	 last	 few	 moments	
were	a	little	chaotic	and	any	semblance	of	

The signed portrait
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formality	 had	 been	 abandoned.	 This,	 and	
indeed	my	dominant	memories	of	the	visit	
as	a	whole,	are	best	summed	up	in	Richard	
Canham’s	 words	 when	 he	 wrote	 to	 me	
recently,	almost	56	years	later.	

‘A s	 t he	 Q u e e n	 w a s	 s ig ning	 he r	
photograph	 I	 became	 separated	 from	 her,	
there	 was	 a	 bit	 of	 a	 throng	 around	 her.	
As	 she	 left	 going	 through	 the	 Big	 School	
door	she	turned	round	and	looked	for	me,	
but	I	was	some	way	from	her	by	then	and	
she	 gave	 a	 broad	 smile,	 waved	 to	 me	 and	
mouthed	 ‘good	 bye’.	 A	 very	 informal	 and	
unforgettable	moment	always	etched	in	my	
memory’.

In	hindsight,	one	par ticular	aspect	of	the	
visit	kept	occurring	to	me.	Security.	Today,	
all royals are protected by meticulous 
preparation,	 intelligence	 and	 visible	 body-
guards.	Before	the	visit	in	1966,	we	did	see	
a	number	of	people	wandering	around	the	
College	premises,	 looking	out	of	windows	
and	peering	over	the	top	of	the	memorial	
tower.	We	assumed	they	were	involved	in	
some	sor t	of	security	operation,	but	it	was,	
or	seemed	to	be,	very	low	key.

During	 the	 visit,	 we	 did	 not	 encounter	
anyone	who	might	have	been	a	bodyguard.	
Maybe	 they	 were	 there,	 but	 were	 trained	
to	be	invisible.

Some	40	years	later,	 I	read	an	obituary	
of	Marcus	Lyon.	Those	who	remember	him	
will	do	so	as	a	mild,	quietly	spoken,	almost	
shy	teacher	of	ar t,	both	at	the	College	and	
previously	 at	 Ascham.	 He	 was,	 however,	

extremely	well	built,	well	over	six	feet	and	
broad	 with	 it.	 His	 obituary	 describes	 him	
as	 a	 former	 Special	 Operations	 Executive	
agent,	 who	 was	 parachuted	 into	 Albania	
during	the	Second	World	War	and,	among	
other	activities,	acted	as	bodyguard	to	the	
dictator	Enver	Hoxha.

I	 wondered	 then,	 whether	 on	 28	
October	1966,	Marcus	had	been	surrepti-
tiously	 melded	 into	 the	 royal	 par ty	 to	 act	

as	a	bodyguard,	arousing	little	suspicion	as	
he	was	a	well-known	member	of	staff.	We	
may	 never	 know,	 but	 he	 clearly	 had	 the	
appropriate	skills!

Do you have memories or photos of the 

queen’s visit you’d like to share? If so, 

please contact the archives on archives@

eastbourne-college.co.uk or write to us at 

the address on page 110.

hM The Queen 
shakes hands with 
headmaster Michael 
birley; on the extreme 
left is Philip hepburn, 
next to richard 
canham

below: the 
school service of 
remembrance in the 
college chapel
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a rOund-up Of 

EastbOurnian 

sOciEty EvEnts

sOcial EvEnts in 2022

sleepinG Beauty 
Our	first	theatre	outing	of	the	year	was	
to	see	the	pantomime	Sleeping Beauty at 
Eastbourne’s	Devonshire	Park	Theatre	on	
Sunday	2	January.	

the es annual quiz
	After	a	gap	of	two	years,	quizzers	

returned	to	the	College	for	the	ever-
popular	annual	ES	quiz	night	and	dinner	
on	Saturday	19	March.	The	winning	team	
had	a	former	Mastermind	finalist	in	their	
ranks,	whose	general	knowledge	definitely	
helped	them	take	the	top	slot.

haydn Creation 
	A	large	audience	in	St	Saviour’s	Church	had	a	

musical	treat	in	store	with	the	performance	of	
Haydn	Creation	on	Sunday	8	May.	Conductor	
Graham	Jones	and	the	Eastbourne	Symphony	
Orchestra	began	their	first	post-Covid	choral	
concer t,	joined	by	soloists	Rachel	Shouksmith,	
OE	Andrew	Mackenzie-Wicks,	and	Christopher	
Dixon,	along	with	the	Eastbournian	Society	
Chorus	and	the	Eastbourne	Symphony	Chorus.

My Fair lady
	Wouldn't	it	be	loverly?	Yes,	the	

theatre	trip	cer tainly	was	a	'loverly'	
day	out	for	the	41	members	who	went	
along	to	the	Coliseum	in	London	on	
Thursday	19	May.	They	were	treated	to	
a	sumptuous	production	of	the	latest	
revival	of	this	classic	musical,	with	rising	
star	Amara	Okereke	playing	Eliza.

Grandparents Visit the ColleGe
On	the	morning	of	Saturday	21	May,	
grandparents	of	current	pupils	had	an	
oppor tunity	to	be	shown	around	the	College	
by	their	grandchildren.	We	had	a	par ticularly	
large	turn-out	of	some	120	visitors,	as	we	
have	been	unable	to	hold	this	event	for	the	
past	two	years.	Following	the	tour,	a	reception	
was	held	in	the	Warren	Atrium	of	the	Nugee	
Building,	with	Headmaster	Tom	Lawson	
and	Development	Director	Emma	Garrett	
addressing	the	guests	from	the	balcony.	

	Some	30	members	of	the	
Eastbournian	Society	attended	
an	enter taining	talk	given	by	
John	Thornley	on	Tuesday	21	
June.	As	well	as	speech	there	
was	also	music,	as	John	invited	
the	guests	to	listen	to	some	
random	musical	excerpts	from	
his	eclectic	collection	amassed	
through	decades	of	being	
on	the	edge	of	the	musical	
world,	interspersed	with	one	
or	two	relevant	/	irrelevant	/	
irreverent	anecdotes.

	We	had	glorious	summer	weather	for	
Speech	Day	on	Saturday	2	July	and	the	
ES	team	were	on	hand	with	a	stall	set	
up	in	front	of	the	pavilion	by	College	
Field.	Glasses	of	Prosecco	and	sparkling	
elderflower	proved	very	popular	with	
Speech	Day	guests,	many	of	whom	also	
picked	up	copies	of	the	recent	book	
Eastbourne College – 150 years in pictures.

The eastbournian society 

organises a programme of 

social and cultural trips, talks 

and walks. all es members are 

welcome to come along to these 

events, which are advertised on 

the es website and in our regular 

email newsletters.

a MusiCal interlude with Jt

speeCh day
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reCeption For parents oF 
new pupils

	Parents	of	pupils	who	joined	the	
College	in	the	Michaelmas	term	were	
invited	to	a	reception	on	Saturday	
17	September.	Gathering	in	the	
Warren	Atrium	for	tea	and	coffee,	
the	guests	were	welcomed	by	John	
Thornley	who	explained	that	all	
parents are automatically members 
of	the	Eastbournian	Society	and	are	
welcome	to	join	our	many	social	
events.	Headmaster	Tom	Lawson	was	
also	there	to	meet	the	parents,	who	
later	had	an	oppor tunity	to	take	a	tour	
of	the	school.

ladies lunCh CluB 
We were delighted to host the 
eastbourne ladies lunch club at their 
lunch on Thursday 22 september. The 
ladies lunch clubs are an opportunity 
to network and discuss business 
opportunities with other like-minded 
businesswomen from the local area 
in an informal atmosphere. a number 
of college staff attended, including 
Development Director emma Garrett, 
Chief Operating Officer Abbey Gough 
and biology teacher Jess lawson, 
who also represented on behalf of 
headmaster Tom lawson. The club 
returned for another lunch on friday 2 
December. 

a Guided walk in 
BlooMsBury
The	annual	London	guided	walk	is	always	
a	popular	event	in	the	ES	calendar	and	
this	year	around	25	people	came	along	
on	Saturday	24	September.	The	theme	
was	‘Literary	Bloomsbury’	and	the	walk	
concentrated	on	the	area	around	the	
British	Museum,	Russell	Square	and	
Fitzrovia.	With	literary	figures	ranging	
from	Virginia	Woolf,	Ted	Hughes,	Sylvia	
Plath	and	George	Orwell	to	Dorothy	L	
Sayers,	it	was	a	fascinating	tour	of	one	of	
London's	most	attractive	districts.	Some	
of	the	group	then	joined	John	Thornley	
afterwards	for	lunch	at	a	local	hostelry.	

the aBF lunCh
The	Eastbournian	Society	helped	facilitate	
an	officers’	mess-style	curry	lunch	in	aid	
of	the	Army	Benevolent	Fund,	held	in	the	
College	dining	hall	on	Sunday	30	October.	
Organised	by	Rosemary	and	Keith	Ross	
(School	1958-63),	it	raised	over	£5000	for	
the	ABF.	Members	of	the	Eastbourne	College	
Combined	Cadet	Force	provided	valuable	
help	throughout	the	day,	greeting	the	guests	
and	carrying	out	various	tasks,	gaining	much	
experience	in	the	process,	and	enjoying	chat-
ting	to	many	of	the	distinguished	visitors	

are you BeinG serVed?
	Over	30	members	of	the	Eastbournian	

Society	were	enter tained	by	a	talk	on	the	
history	of	Eastbourne's	depar tment	stores,	
held	on	Thursday	3	November	in	the	Long	
Room.	The	fully-illustrated	talk	was	given	by	
College	archivist	Paul	Jordan	(standing	at	the	
back	of	the	group),	who	mentioned	a	number	
of	Old	Eastbournian	connections	with	various	
local	shops.	You	can	read	more	about	this	in	
the	feature	on	page	28.

	Our	theatre	trip	to	the	musical	Come From 

Away proved	to	be	a	big	hit,	not	just	with	
our	group	(pictured),	but	also	with	many	
members	of	the	audience	who	gave	it	a	
standing	ovation.	The	matinee	performance	
on	Wednesday	16	November,	at	the	Phoenix	
Theatre	in	London,	was	enjoyed	by	30	ES	
members,	who	took	advantage	of	the	dis-
counted	group	rate	we	were	able	to	arrange.

 a pre-christmas treat was an operatic 
adaptation of the classic frank capra 
film It’s a Wonderful Life at the london 
coliseum on saturday 3 December. a 
group of 12 went along to see the english 
national opera production and once 
again we were able to arrange discounted 
tickets for our members.

puB eVeninG at the 
dolphin
The Dolphin in south 
street, eastbourne, was the 
venue for a pub evening for 
es members on Thursday 
10 november, with oes, 
parents and staff all coming 
along. 

CoMe FroM away
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I 
am	pleased	to	introduce	the	Charity’s	Annual	Report	describing	the	
activities	of	our	two	schools,	Eastbourne	College	and	St	Andrew’s	
Prep,	 over	 the	 year.	 After	 two	 years	 interrupted	 by	 pandemic-

related	school	closures,	I	am	delighted	to	repor t	on	a	year	that	saw	
the	schools	gradually	returning	to	a	full	programme	of	educational	
and	co-curricular	activity	on	site.

Everything	we	do	as	a	charity	is	for	the	benefit	of	those	we	educate.	
We	proudly	devote	much	of	the	Annual	Repor t	to	setting	out	the	
achievements	of	our	approximately	1,000	pupils.	I	congratulate	the	
pupils	in	Years	11	and	13	at	the	College	who	collectively	achieved	the	
best	performances	in	GCSEs	since	2010	and	in	A-levels	since	2012.	
Both	years	were	set	the	goal	of	matching	the	results	achieved	under	
Teacher	Assessed	Grades	in	the	previous	year.	That	both	year	groups	
came	very	close	to	doing	so	reflects	not	only	their	efforts	but	also	the	
integrity	of	the	grades	awarded	last	year.	At	St	Andrew’s	Prep,	our	
Year	8	leavers	collected	a	very	impressive	21	scholarships	and	awards	
at	their	senior	schools,	the	great	majority	at	the	College.

Among	pupils’	many	achievements	last	year,	the	College	won	its	
first	 national	 hockey	 title	 with	 the	 1st	 XI	 girls	 winning	 the	 English	
Hockey	 Tier	 3	 final.	 The	 1st	 XV	 boys	 rugby	 team	 played	 its	 first	
national	final	and	were	runners	up	in	the	RFU	18	Bowl.	In	the	per-
forming	ar ts,	the	College’s	production	of	Les Misérables,	delayed	for	a	
year	by	the	pandemic,	was	an	outstanding	ensemble	performance	by	
its	actors,	musicians	and	stage	crew.	For	the	first	time,	St	Andrew’s	
Prep	performed	at	the	Devonshire	Park	Theatre	putting	on Joseph 

and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat.	The	depth	of	the	College’s	
ar ts	and	cultural	offering	was	confirmed	by	the	Ar ts	Council	award	
of	 its	 Ar tsMark	 Platinum	 Award	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 summer	 term.	
The	 College	 is	 one	 of	 only	 two	 schools	 in	 the	 South-East	 to	 hold	
this	award.

After	 two	 years	 where	 fees	 were	 reduced	 to	 reflect	 periods	
of	 closure,	 we	 received	 a	 normal	 level	 of	 fee	 income	 and	 benefit-
ted	 from	 the	 resumption	 of	 our	 summer	 lettings	 programme.	 The	
Charity	made	an	overall	operating	surplus	of	£1,424k,	an	improve-
ment	of	£793k	over	the	previous	year.	

Thanks	 to	 the	 very	 close	 attention	 our	 senior	 leadership	 team	
has	paid	to	managing	our	costs	over	the	last	three	years	the	Charity	
has	maintained	its	financial	resilience.	Current	levels	of	inflation	bring	
pressures	on	our	operating	costs	and	we	are	very	much	aware	of	the	
pressures	that	are	also	faced	by	our	parents.	Its	education	continues	

to	be	in	demand:	the	2022-23	academic	year	star ted	with	1,022	
pupils	across	all	ages	in	the	two	schools.	We	appear	to	be	ben-
efiting	from	the	appreciation,	enhanced	during	the	pandemic,	of	
the	quality	of	our	provision,	and	from	families	relocating	to	East	
Sussex.	The	Annual	Repor t	sets	out	our	progress	 in	achieving	
the	 objectives	 of	 our	 current	 strategic	 plan	 now	 in	 its	 four th	
year	as	we	aim	to	deliver	the	best	for	our	pupils.	Work	on	the	
development	of	the	strategic	plan	for	2023-28	is	well	advanced,	
reflecting	not	only	the	financial	effects	of	the	pandemic	but	also	
what	we	have	 learned	 from	 it	 in	 the	 better	 use	of	 technology	
and	in	the	ar t	of	being	flexible.

The	Charity	plays	an	impor tant	role	in	the	Coastal	Schools	
Par tnership	 (CSP),	 an	 organisation	 that	 brings	 together	 the	
maintained	and	independent	schools	in	Eastbourne	and	the	sur-
rounding	area.	The	Annual	Report	describes	the	CSP’s	activities:	
a	full	programme	has	been	possible	once	again.	I	am	par ticularly	
proud	of	the	Maths	homework	club	run	by	some	of	our	Year	12	
pupils	for	Willingdon	Community	School.	Our	pupils	provided	
1:1	suppor t	to	27	Year	11	pupils	from	Willingdon,	25	of	whom	
saw	an	improvement	over	their	predicted	grades,	with	7	achiev-
ing	Grade	9.

The	 College	 was	 established	 in	 1867	 ‘to	 provide	 a	 general	
education	 of	 the	 highest	 class’.	 Both	 schools	 strive	 to	 live	 up	
to	 that	 founding	 principle.	 We	 want	 to	 increase	 our	 ability	 to	
provide	support	to	those	pupils	whose	parents	cannot	afford	our	
full	fees.	Our	long-term	target	is	to	increase	our	restricted	and	
endowed	funds	from	£10m	currently	to	£30m.	During	the	year	
185	pupils,	20%	of	the	total,	received	some	assistance	with	their	
fees	 through	 means-tested	 bursaries.	 The	 Governors	 greatly	
appreciate	the	support	of	a	number	of	trusts	and	individuals	who,	
in	addition,	contribute	to	the	fees	of	nine	current	pupils.	We	also	
value	the	commitment	of	our	Devonshire	Society	members	who	
have	promised	to	suppor t	the	Charity	in	their	wills.	

On	behalf	of	the	Governors,	I	thank	Tom	Lawson	and	Tom	
Gregory,	 our	 two	 Heads,	 Abbey	 Gough,	 our	 Chief	 Operat-
ing	 Officer,	 and	 the	 over	 four	 hundred	 staff	 who	 teach	 at	 and	
suppor t	the	two	schools.	I	also	thank	all	those	who	continue	to	
suppor t	our	fundraising.	Without	them	all	we	would	not	be	able	
to	provide	the	education	we	do.

Philip broadley 12 December 2022

Philip broadley at speech Day on 2 July 2022

Each year the governors approve the 
charity’s annual report when they meet 
in December. The report sets out the 
charity’s financial performance as well as 
the many achievements of College and 
St Andrew’s Prep pupils. My introduction 
as chairman follows and the full report is 
available on the College’s website at https://
www.eastbourne-college.co.uk/about-us/
structure-of-the-school.

After two academic years with a term 
of enforced closures, the year began with 
Covid restrictions and twice-weekly testing 
regimes still in place. Pupils and staff alike 
overcame these to achieve very impressive 
results in public exams – the best for a 
decade – and a host of achievements in 
sport, arts and service to others. 

The College is thriving. Please get in touch 
with me via the Eastbournian Society office 
if you would like to know more what the 
College is doing or how you can support us.

OLD	E ASTBOURNIAN

rEpOrt by thE 

chairMan Of 

GOvErnOrs



be anything 
   but ordinary

learn more at
eastbourne college.co.uk

independently
minded

since 1867
Good grades are important. so is discovering 
who you are. at eastbourne college we help 
your child achieve both. letting them reach their 
true potential in a place that’s ready to inspire.
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With its ornate exterior and stately position overlooking the
historic pier and bandstand, The Chatsworth Hotel is a luxurious,
beach front destination that has been welcoming guests since 1905;
just a 10 minute walk from Eastbourne College. For a 10%
discount please type in the code 'ilovethechatsworth' on our
website, or contact us directly.

info@thechatsworthhotel.co.uk

CONTACT US

The Chatsworth Hotel
Grand Parade

Eastbourne
East Sussex
BN21 3YR

01323 676 350
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ing	 a	 wonderfully	 moving	 couple	 of	 service	
in	 Chapel,	 the	 pupils	 conducted	 themselves	
with	the	utmost	decorum	and	respect.	At	the	
end	of	the	service,	they	filed	past	our	signed	
photograph	of	Her	Majesty	from	her	visit	to	
the	 College	 as	 Princess	 Elizabeth	 without	
breaking	silence	or	any	distraction.	Teenagers	
can	be	magnificent	if	you	let	them	be.

Thank	you	as	always	for	all	your	suppor t,	
and	 I	 look	 forward	 now	 to	 welcoming	 back	
OEs	and	other	Eastbournian	Society	members	
to	College	events	and	sharing	the	news	of	the	
school	and	the	for thcoming	campaign	to	raise	
funds	for	bursaries	in	the	New	Year.

 Tom lawson, headmaster

a MEssaGE frOM thE hEadMastEr

T he	 calendar	 year	 2022	 has	 been	 as	
joyous	 and	 back-to-normal	 at	 the	
College	as	 it	has	not	been	in	wider	

politics	 and	 society!	 Avoiding	 the	 curse	
of	 interesting	 times	 is	 really	 what	 schools	
need,	and	the	return	of	all	those	occasions	
which	provide	the	punctuation	in	the	story	
of	the	school	year	has	been	very	pleasing.

Exams	 in	 the	 summer	 term,	 with	 the	
excitement	and	dread	of	results	day	in	August	
might	not,	you	would	have	thought,	have	been	
something	the	pupils	welcomed	back.	But	 in	
truth,	 they	 found	 the	 Covid	 arrangement	 of	
self-assessed	grades	as	a	bit	of	a	let-down	and,	
nervous	 as	 they	 were,	 the	 2022	 GCSE	 and	
A-level	cohort	relished	the	vindication	of	their	
effor ts	 given	 by	 proper	 examinations.	 And	
vindicated	they	were,	with	some	of	the	best	
results	 for	 several	 years.	 Crucially	 we	 main-
tained,	and	by	some	measures,	improved	on	
the	results	from	the	previous	two	years	when	
we	marked	our	own	homework.	Not	only	is	
that	 a	 credit	 to	 the	 pupils	 and	 teachers	 for	
their	hard	work	but	also	it	demonstrates	that	
we	conducted	the	Covid	process	with	integ-
rity.	Across	the	schools	sector	as	a	whole,	this	
was	not	always	the	case.

This	 September	 we	 welcomed	 an	 intake	
that	 brought	 the	 College	 roll	 to	 the	 highest	
number	 in	 history	 –	 660	 pupils.	 This	 neces-
sitated	Watt	House	annexing	the	next-door	
building	 to	 accommodate	 the	 number	 of	
day	 girls	 we	 have,	 and	 has	 given	 us	 some	
confidence	 as	 we	 face	 the	 gathering	 storm	
of	 energ y	 prices	 and	 a	 possible	 Labour	
government	 ideologically	 inclined	 to	 raid	
independent	schools.

Our	 girls	 hockey	 XI	 won	 their	 national	
tournament	 in	 the	 first	 half	 of	 the	 year,	 and	
the	cricketers	won	a	national	2nd	XI	competi-
tion	as	well	as	having	a	winning	1st	XI	season.	
The	rugby	XV,	having	competed	in	a	London	

final	 last	 season,	 were	 a	 division	 up	 in	 the	
cup	and	made	it	to	the	last	16.	They	had	an	
excellent	 regular	 season,	 including	 victories	
over	Worth,	Sevenoaks	and	Brighton	College.	
Over	 the	 year,	 the	 College	 has	 scooped	 a	
clutch	 of	 national	 awards,	 including	 being	 a	
finalist	 in	 the	 Independent	 Co-ed	 School	 of	
the	 Year	 award	 and	 winning	 a	 Tatler	 award	
for	our	environmental	work.

In	 matters	 more	 everyday,	 the	 headmas-
ter’s	office	has	seen	its	 fair	share	of	naughty	
pupils	over	the	last	year	–	the	team	and	I	still	
have	 a	 job	 to	 do	 to	 correct	 behaviour	 and	
encourage	 the	 best	 compor tment	 out	 of	
adolescents.	 But	 the	 main	 theme	 I	 want	 to	
bring	out	is	how	impressed	and	proud	I	have	
been	by	the	maturity	and	good	conduct	of	the	
majority	of	our	pupils	this	year.	In	the	pictures	
accompanying	 this	 ar ticle	 you	 see	 examples	
such	 as	 the	 steeplechase	 where	 ever yone	
enjoys	taking	part	for	the	greater	glory	of	their	
house.	 It	 is	 not	 just	 the	 sense	 of	 satisfaction	
when	the	exhausted	pupil	completes	the	final	
mile	along	the	seafront	through	to	the	finish	
line	 on	 Western	 Lawns.	 It	 is	 the	 crowds	 of	
others	in	their	house	cheering	and	encourag-
ing	each	other	on	that	really	warms	the	hear t.	

You	see	also	a	photograph	of	the	prefect	
body.	 They	 really	 to	 do	 care	 about	 their	
school	and	take	their	duty	to	make	it	a	better	
place	 very	 seriously.	 What	 tickles	 me	 most	
about	the	weekly	prefect	meeting	is	that	the	
chairing	 by	 the	 head	 of	 school,	 the	 minute	
taking	 by	 the	 deputy,	 the	 adherence	 to	 the	
agenda	 and	 other	 formal	 accoutrements	 of	
business	meetings	is	so	very	much	better	than	
any	other	meeting	I	attend	run	by	(so-called)	
adults!

Most	 impressive	 of	 all,	 however,	 was	 the	
way	 that	 the	 pupils	 responded	 to	 the	 death	
of	 the	 queen.	 As	 the	 College	 chaplain	 and	
all	 the	 staff	 showed	 their	 mettle	 by	 organis-

head of school Dylan Pearson, Deputy head 
of school David udegbe, Tom lawson, Deputy 
head of school caitlin Milborne and head of 
school Tess Garrett

The steeplechase

The weekly prefect meeting



OLD	E ASTBOURNIAN

thE 

futurE’s 

briGht

With around 70 exhibitors in the sports hall 
in the Winn building, there was a lot for year 
11 and sixth form pupils to take in. as well as 
representatives from a variety of professions, 
companies and industries, a number of universi-
ties and gap year providers also took part.

We are grateful to the many old eastbournians, 
parents and others who gave up their friday 
evening to pass on their advice and expertise.

the eastBournian soCiety hosted the 
annual Futures ConVention on the 
eVeninG oF Friday 4 MarCh, enaBlinG 
Current pupils to Consider their 
Future plans For eduCation and 
Careers onCe they leaVe the ColleGe.
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nEtwOrkinG
The	Eastbournian	Society	holds	a	series	of	
networking	events	throughout	the	year,	which	
bring	together	Old	Eastbournians,	parents	and	
others	to	share	their	knowledge	and	experiences	
with	current	pupils	in	an	informal	atmosphere.

The insurance networking 
evening

John capaldi, Mike lawrence 
(college parent), emma Garrett, 

Michael Gietzen, James shore 
(Wargrave 1998–2003) and 

stuart Weston (Gonville 2011–13) 
at the business lunch

O
n Saturday 1 October, College 

s ix th-formers interested in 

studying medicine were given 

valuable insights into medical careers. 

Dr Nigel Sargant (Reeves 1990–95) is a 

consultant haematologist for Hampshire 

Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, and he 

started off by giving a detailed illustrated 
talk on his career in haematology. He was 

followed by Mr David Macafee (Pennell 

1989-93), speaking via video link, who gave 

an interesting perspective on a day in the 

life of a surgeon, based on his experiences 

as a consultant at South Tees Hospital NHS 

Foundation Trust. The session concluded 

with a talk from Dr Rob Wicks (Powell 

1974–79) about the breadth of experience 

necessary to work in general practice; Rob 

was a GP in Eastbourne and was also the 

College doctor for a number of years. 

This year’s business lunch was held 

on Friday 14 October at The Clarence, 

Whitehall, and was an opportunity for ES 

members to meet with others in business 

not only for networking, but for socialising 

as well. Michael Gietzen (Reeves 2001–03) 

spoke candidly about the challenges his 

events company, Identity, has faced in 

recent years. He also talked about their 

recent successes, including running the 

G7 summit and COP26. Some attendees 

had changed careers recently; including 

John Capaldi (Craig 1974–79), who, after 

a long career in the City, was now enjoying 

a return to his talented roots, as a pianist, 

by teaching piano to prep school-aged 

youngsters. 

On Wednesday 23 November, ES 

members working in the insurance indus-

try gathered at Davy's Wine Bar in the 

City of London, where they were joined 

by current sixth form pupils interested in 

working in the sector. Peter Matthews, a 

parent of OEs and CEO of two insurance 

firms, generously gave his time to be guest 
speaker. Peter spoke passionately about 

why he loves the industry – receiving many 

nods of agreement from the audience – 

and about how he accidentally ended up 

working in insurance in the first place! Our 
thanks go to Peter sharing his story with us.



Perfect for large families, or families & friends who like to holiday together!

Luxury 5 Bed Villa Rental in Pollença, Mallorca

Enjoy a memorable break at this stunning villa, set in the tranquil and idyllic  
backdrop of La Font, just a 15 minute walk from the beautiful historic town of Pollença  

and a 10 minute drive from the Port of Pollença and surrounding beaches. 

Villa Esquina

 5 bedrooms / 5 bathrooms /  
3 balconies

 Sleeps 10 adults (baby & toddler 
equipment available on request)

 Spacious outdoor dining & 
lounging area with BBQ and 
relaxing Bali Bed

 Large 15m heated saltwater pool 

 Recently refurbished and re-landscaped, 
with all mod cons and plenty of games and 
activities to keep kids and adults entertained

 Great choice of local amenities: golf, cycling, 
water sports, restaurants, boat trips, luxury spa, 
wine-tasting trips, hiking and much more

Amenities

Find out more at www.villaesquina.com
Email Sarah info@villaesquina.com or call +44 (0) 7961 134734
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A
s	 we	 are	 well	 aware,	 Eastbourne	
College	 is	 a	 pr es t ig ious	 and	
renowned	institution	that	provides	

exceptional	 education	 to	 young	 minds.	 It	
is	a	place	where	pupils	are	nur tured,	chal-
lenged	 and	 equipped	 with	 the	 knowledge	
and	 skills	 they	 need	 to	 succeed	 in	 life.	 I	
am	for tunate	to	have	a	job	that	I	love,	in	a	
place	 that	 is	 very	 dear	 to	 me	 with	 people	
that	 are	 a	 joy	 to	 work	 with.	 I	 also	 count	
myself	extremely	lucky	to	work	with	young	
people	whose	enthusiasm	and	zest	for	life	
is	contagious.	

I t	 i s	 c l e a r	 h oweve r,	 t h a t	 m a ny	
children	who	would	benefit	from	the	edu-
cation	offered	at	Eastbourne	College	or	St	
Andrew’s	 Prep	 are	 unable	 to	 attend	 due	
to	 financial	 constraints,	 and	 this	 is	 where	
bursaries	 come	 in.	 Undoubtedly	 the	 best	
bit	of	doing	what	we	do	in	the	development	
office	is	being	able	to	make	a	very	real,	tan-
gible	difference	to	a	child's	life	through	our	
bursary	programme.	

Bursaries	are	awarded	based	on	a	pupil’s	
financial	need	and	academic	merit	and	can	
be	 a	 lifeline	 for	 those	 who	 are	 passionate	
about	learning.	There	is	nothing	better	than	
sharing	the	news	with	a	bright	aspirational	
child	 and	 their	 parents	 that	 their	 dreams	
have	 come	 true,	 and	 an	 ex traordinarily	
generous	 member	 of	 our	 community	 has	
offered	to	pay	for	their	schooling.	Can	you	
imagine	what	it	is	like	for	that	young	person	
to	hear	they	have	secured	a	place	at	their	
school	 of	 choice?	 One	 phone	 call	 and	 the	
trajectory	of	their	life	changes	dramatically.	

I	am	not	afraid	to	admit	that	the	charity's	
bursary	fundraising	ambitions	are	huge	but	
as	an	individual	I	am	determined	to	do	my	
bit	to	help	transform	young	peoples’	 lives.	
Over	the	coming	months,	you	will	see	and	
hear	more	and	more	from	us,	a	sor t	of	sur-
round-sound	 approach,	 telling	 the	 stories	
of	 how	 the	 generosity	 of	 our	 suppor ters	
has	 been	 life	 changing	 and	 joyful	 for	 both	
those	giving	the	gift	of	education,	and	those	
receiving	it.

At	 the	 risk	 of	 repeating	 myself,	 the	
impor tance	 of	 bursaries	 cannot	 be	 over-
stated.	 Bursaries	 help	 to	 level	 the	 playing	

field	 and	 ensure	 that	 all	 pupils	 have	 the	
chance	to	succeed	regardless	of	their	finan-
cial	 background.	 We	 can	 all	 play	 a	 role	 in	
shaping	 the	 future	 and	 ensuring	 that	 the	
next	generation	of	leaders,	innovators,	and	
thinkers	 has	 access	 to	 the	 education	 they	
need	to	succeed.

There	 are	 many	 ways	 to	 suppor t	 bur-
saries	 at	 Eastbourne	 College,	 and	 every	
contribution	 counts.	 Here	 are	 just	 a	 few	
suggestions:

•	 Make a donation.	 Your	 donation,	 no	
mat ter	 how	 small ,	 can	 make	 a	 big	
dif ference	 to	 the	 lives	 of	 students	
who	 need	 financial	 assistance.	 You	 can	
donate	 in	 a	 number	 of	 ways;	 directly	
to	the	charity’s	bursary	fund,	by	setting	
up	 a	 regular	 giving	 payment,	 joining	
the	 Devonshire	 Society	 legacy	 club,	
or	 contributing	 to	 specific	 fundraising	
activities.

•	 attend fundrais ing events .	 T h e	
Eastbournian	 Society	 continues	 to	 host	
a	range	of	fundraising	events	throughout	
the	year,	from	charity	golf	days	to	giving	
days.	 By	 par ticipating	 in	 these	 events,	
you	can	show	your	suppor t	for	bursaries	
while	 having	 fun	 and	 socialising	 with	
other	like-minded	individuals.

•	 spread the word.	 Share	 information	
about	 the	 impor tance	 of	 bursaries	 and	
how	they	can	help	students	achieve	their	
dreams.	You	can	use	social	media,	email,	
or	word-of-mouth	to	encourage	others	
to	get	involved.

•	 Volunteer your time.	 If	 you	 have	 skills	
or	 exper tise	 that	 could	 be	 useful	 to	
the	 charity,	 consider	 volunteering	 your	
time.	 You	 could	 help	 with	 fundraising,	
offer	mentorship	or	work	experience	to	
students,	or	organise	your	own	event.

•	 encourage businesses to get involved. 
Businesses can play an important role 
in	 suppor ting	 bursaries	 at	 Eastbourne	
College.	 You	 could	 approach	 local	
businesses	and	ask	if	they	would	be	inter-
ested	in	becoming	a	corporate	sponsor,	
funding	a	pupil	or	making	a	donation.

In	 conclusion,	 bursaries	 are	 essential	 to	
ensuring	 that	 young	 people	 from	 all	 back-
grounds	 have	 access	 to	 the	 exceptional	
education	 offered	 at	 Eastbourne	 College	
and	St	Andrew's	Prep.	By	getting	involved	
and	 suppor ting	 the	 upcoming	 campaign,	
we	can	all	make	a	difference	by	giving	back	
and	 helping	 create	 a	 more	 equitable	 and	
prosperous	future	for	all.	

I	 am	 determined	 to	 see	 the	 bursaries	
campaign	 grow	 into	 a	 global	 initiative	 that	
includes	every	single	member	of	the	East-
bournian	 Society	 in	 some	 way,	 working	
together	to	ensure	that	no	child	 is	denied	
the	 oppor tunity	 to	 reach	 their	 full	 poten-
tial	 due	 to	 financial	 circumstances.	 Project	
150	saw	the	creation	of	the	most	amazing	

state-of-the-ar t	facilities	in	the	hear t	of	our	
wonderful	 coastal	 town.	 It's	 now	 time	 to	
ensure	 that	 the	 education	 we	 provide	 is	
accessible	 to	 as	 broad	 a	 cross-section	 of	
society	as	possible.

Many	 thanks	 to	 you	 for	 your	 contin-
ued	 suppor t,	 to	 the	 Eastbournian	 Society	
committee	 and	 its	 chair	 Hugh	 Price,	 the	
governors,	 the	 staff	 and	 ever yone	 fea-
tured	within	these	pages.	We	are	stronger	
together.

Warmest	regards

emma Garrett, 
Development Director

fOundatiOn and dEvElOpMEnt fOcus

The joy of being an eastbournian society 
member. old eastbournians who are teachers at 
the college: Jon Medlycott (Pennell 1989–94), 
Georgie Daniels (school 2014–16), Jane bathard 
smith (everist) (nugent 1991–93)
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F or	 over	 a	hundred	years	Embellishers	
have	developed	projects	including	the	
Dell	 open	 air	 theatre,	 scoreboards,	

flagpoles,	 floodlighting,	 the	 dance	 studio	
windows,	 individual	 house	 commemora-
tion	boards,	benches	on	College	Field	and	
outside	the	new	reception	area,	the	sundial	
on	 the	 Nugee	 Building,	 gardens,	 historical	
publications	and	the	literary	timeline	in	the	
English	Depar tment	corridor.

Join	 in	 and	 be	 par t	 of	 the	 final	 exciting	
stage	 of	 a	 significant	 project,	 two	 pairs	 of	
ironwork	gates	on	either	end	of	Old	Wish	
Road,	 which	 have	 already	 been	 commis-
sioned	to	be	installed	during	summer	2023.	
A	 competition	 was	 launched	 to	 regional	

This	page	has	been	sponsored	by	Vicky	Henley	(Nugent	1975–77)

thE arnOld EMbEllishErs
The	Arnold	Embellishers	welcomes	all	current	and	past	pupils,	parents,	staff	and	friends	of	the	College	

to	meet	together	and	discuss	projects	which	enhance	the	College	community.	There	is	a	small	
minimum	subscription	which	enables	members	to	gather	for	a	sociable	annual	AGM	and	lunch,	receive	
newsletters	and	fund	suggested	embellishments	which	improve	the	pupils’	experience	at	school.	

The carlisle road gates

The Grange road gates

being	commissioned	in	the	heart	of	the	Cul-
tural	Quar ter.	

It	 was	 felt	 that	 the	 gates	 at	 Grange	
Road	 should	 feature	 the	 trees	 of	 the	 area	
with	 an	 Ar ts	 and	 Crafts	 feel.	 They	 will	 be	
installed	 alongside	 the	 Coronation	 Pillars	
at	Grange	Road,	commissioned	by	the	AEs	
to	 celebrate	 HM	 Queen	 Elizabeth’s	 coro-
nation	 in	 June	 1953,	 and	 will	 be	 known	 as	
the	 Coronation	 Gates	 in	 honour	 of	 HM	
King	 Charles	 III’s	 coronation	 in	 May	 2023.	
These	 AE-commissioned	 gates	 will	 be	 a	
ver y	 prominent	 embellishment	 and	 will	
hopefully	 be	 as	 enduring	 as	 our	 Thomson	
Gates	donated	in	1925–28	which	sit	at	the	
College	 Road	 entrance	 to	 School	 House,	
the	 Memorial	 Building	 and	 the	 Science	
Centre.

The	AEs	embellished	the	dining	hall	with	
a	large	clock,	supported	the	Young	Musician	
of	 the	 Year	 awards,	 and	 star ted	 working	
on	 a	 number	 of	 future	 projects	 with	 the	
College.	This	is	an	exciting	time	to	join	the	
society	 –	 you	 would	 be	 most	 welcome	 to	
come	along	and	find	out	more.	

Vicky Henley, Chairman
vhenley@eastbourne-college.co.uk

tion	officer;	Amy	Gordon,	par tner	at	Miller	
Bourne	 Architects;	 and	 Jenny	 Lush	 and	
Chris	Nicholson	for	the	AEs.	The	panel	con-
sidered	six	very	different	designs	and	were	

unanimous	 in	 their	
choice.	It	is	a	lovely	
b o n u s	 t h a t	 t h e	
winning	 designer	
who	has	been	com-
missioned to make 
the	gates	is	an	OE.	
Dav id	 M or t im e r	
( Wargrave	 1987–
92)	 of	 F i r e b i r d	
Fo r ge	 p r o d u ce d	
t wo	 complemen-

tary	designs,	one	for	the	Grange	Road	end	
and	one	for	the	Carlisle	Road	end.	

The	 gates	 for	 Carlisle	 Road	 looking	
down	 to	 the	 new	 Winn	 Building	 feature	
the	iconic	Memorial	Building	and	our	very	
own	stained-glass	window	design	by	Jessica	
Lambinet.	 The	 headmaster	 commented	
that	 using	 the	 dance	 studio	 window	 was	
a	 celebration	 of	 the	 Arnold	 Embellishers	
commissioning	 pieces	 of	 ar t	 for	 the	 town.	
Joe	 Hill	 of	 the	 Towner	 agreed	 that	 it	 was	
good	to	mark	the	fact	that	new	works	were	

blacksmiths	 and	 designers	 together	 with	
national	 craf t	 associations.	 The	 judging	
panel	 included	 Cllr	 David	 Tutt,	 leader	 of	
Eastbourne	 Borough	 Council;	 Rebecca	
Maddell,	 the	 council’s	 heritage	 champion;	
Joe	 Hill,	 director	 of	 the	 Towner	 Gallery;	
Tom	 Lawson,	 headmaster;	 Abbey	 Gough,	
chief	 operating	 off icer ;	 Nick	 Chapman,	
head	 of	 facilities	 management;	 and	 Vicky	
Henley,	 AE	 chairman.	 Observations	 were	
gathered	 from	 Chris	 Connelly,	 conserva-

The embellishers aGM on 10 september 2022



High Street  |  Alfriston  |  BN26 5TDT: 01323 870276 |  E: info@thewingrove.com  |  W: www.wingrovehousealfriston.com

Experience staying & dining at Wingrove House, a 19th century country house set in the beautiful village of Alfriston. 
Explore the South Downs on foot or by bike, followed by afternoon tea on the terrace, seasonal locally-sourced food in 

the evening, and a relaxed overnight stay in one of our stunning rooms, with breakfast included.

Book your visit to Wingrove House on 01323 870276 or at www.wingrovehousealfriston.com

BED & BREAKFAST

10%OFF
SUNDAY-THURSDAY

READER
DISCOUNT:

*

*10% discount valid Sunday-Thursday only, on stays until 22/12/2023. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Subject to availability. 

QUOTE

OEB-10
WHEN

BOOKING

Where your pet’s health and happiness come first.

We look after your pets as if they are our own, whether it be routine check-ups, 
specialist referrals or emergency treatment, we are here to help make your pet and 
your visit as relaxed and comfortable as possible. 
With the latest technology, our team can provide your pet’s treatment from the 
comfort of our lovely surgery with in-house diagnostics and specialists, together 
with external referrals.

Telephone: 01323 646329

Email: admin@cobievetcare.co.uk www.cobievetcare.co.uk   
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O
ld eastbournians, parents of both former and current 
pupils, members of staff new and old, and other 
members of the eastbournian society all came together 

to pay tribute to David stewart, who retired in 2021 after 37 
years' service to the college. We also welcomed as a special 
guest christine Todd, who worked as the college's foundation 
administrator for 21 years before her retirement, also last year.

There was a warm and joyful atmosphere at the Waldorf 
hilton hotel as guests gathered for welcome drinks in the 
elegant Palm court, before moving to the adelphi suite for 
dinner. following welcomes from hugh Price, chairman of the 
eastbournian society, and emma Garrett, foundation Director, 
a superb dinner was served. a chance for many to catch up 
with old friends, reminisce and swap anecdotes of school days. 
headmaster Tom lawson then spoke about how the college is 
moving on from the last two years of the pandemic, concluding 

with a toast to the old eastbournians.
after pudding had been served, emma 

introduced nigel Wheeler, who spoke 
with his usual humour about David's 
contribution to college life. he concluded 
with these words:

'i can’t stress more how important 
you have been to eastbourne college. 
eastbourne is not a well-known, high-

flying school. It has always needed people such as yourself, 
known and respected far afield from the tight confines of the 

thE 2022 lOndOn dinnEr
nearly 200 guests turned out to celebrate in style at the annual  

eastbournian society london dinner on Tuesday 22 March

sussex coast. People who rub shoulders with the good and the 
great from all sorts of schools, sports, arts arenas and walks 
of life. People who can sing out the strengths and qualities of 
eastbourne college far and wide. David you are something 
special, a legend, a winner and a friend. lucky eastbourne, 
lucky all of us, thank you.'

David replied with a few amusing 
reminiscences of his own and spoke about 
what the college had meant for him 
as teacher, rugby coach, housemaster, 
deputy head and foundation director. 
He finished with a toast to Eastbourne 
college, which was greatly appreciated.

One final unscheduled speaker was 
Peter Paul (Wargrave 1950–52), who asked to say a few 
words. he told the guests that he had not been at the college 
when David had worked there, so had been unable to see at 
first-hand David's contribution to school life. However, he 
wanted to thank David, on behalf of his 
generation of oes, for all the great work 
he had done to help make the college 
what it is today.

The evening continued as many of the 
guests enjoyed the hospitality of the hotel 
bar, the culmination of a splendid return, 
after two years, to the highlight of our 
social calendar.

David stewart

nigel Wheeler

Peter Paul

OLD	E ASTBOURNIAN
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christine Todd, lulu brown, David stewart, John Thornley and emma Garrett
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Emma Garrett writes:

T he	 idea	 for	 Circus,	 a	 creative	 ar ts	 festival,	 came	 about	 in	
December	2021.	We	had	invited	some	past	pupils	involved	
in	 the	 performing	 ar ts	 to	 the	 College	 to	 see	 the	 school	

production	 of	 Les Misérables.	 This	 gave	 us	 a	 rather	 wonder-
ful	 oppor tunity	 to	 engage	 with	 an	 incredible	 array	 of	 talented	
Eastbournians	 who	 were	 working	 as	 actors,	 directors,	 produc-
ers,	agents,	set	designers,	costume	designers,	writers	and	
musicians	and	to	introduce	them	to	the	cast	and	crew	
of	the	show.

It	was	on	the	back	of	this	that	various	offers	came	
through	 from	 our	 guests	 who	 wanted	 to	 return	
and	perform	again	at	their	old	school	and	so	we	
decided	 to	 mount	 this	 rather	 ambitious	 project.	
Little	did	we	know	at	the	star t	how	incredibly	gen-
erous	performers	would	be	with	their	time	and	how	
delighted	they	would	be	to	share	their	exper tise	with	
you,	 our	 audiences	 and	 with	 current	 pupils	 at	 school.	
Many	 of	 them	 attribute	 their	 current	 success	 to	 the	 star t	
they	got	treading	the	boards	at	the	College.

Ultimately,	 our	 intention	 was	 to	 raise	 a	 significant	 amount	 of	
money	through	ticket	sales	and	donations	to	go	into	our	bursaries	
pot	 which	 enables	 children	 from	 low-income	 families	 to	 benefit	
from	an	education	at	one	or	both	of	our	schools:	St	Andrew’s	Prep	
and	Eastbourne	College.

Many	thanks	to	those	who	purchased	tickets	and,	in	doing	so,	
contributed	to	our	fund	and	helped	transform	the	lives	of	young	
people	who	otherwise	would	not	have	the	oppor tunity	to	reach	
their	full	potential,	on	or	off	stage.

Mark le BroCq –  
a MasterClass in ClassiCal sinGinG
In	the	Birley	Centre	on	Thursday	21	April	international	tenor	Mark	
Le	Brocq	(Craig	1979–84)	gave	a	masterclass	involving	a	number	
of	College	pupils,	who	were	rehearsing	Songs of Travel,	a	song	cycle	
of	 nine	 songs	 originally	 written	 for	 baritone	 voice	 composed	 by	
Ralph	Vaughan	Williams,	with	poems	drawn	from	the	Robert	Louis	
Stevenson	collection	Songs of Travel and Other Verses.

tea, Cake and syMpathy  
with sasha Bates

On	 Friday	 22	 April	 in	 Tim’s	 Café,	 author	 Sasha	 Bates	
(Nugent	1984–86)	read	extracts	from	her	book,	Languages 

of Loss,	par t	memoir,	par t	psycho	education	into	what	therapeutic	
wisdom,	of	all	types,	can	offer	grievers.	When	her	husband,	Bill,	
died	 unexpectedly	 at	 just	 56,	 Sasha	 tried	 to	 make	 sense	 of	 the	
tumultuous	feelings	of	grief	that	were	overwhelming	her.	As	this	
‘grieving	self ’	wrote	the	pain	down	onto	the	page,	she	began	to	
find	 her	 ‘therapist	 self ’	 entering	 the	 conversation,	 trying	 to	 use	
what	she	knew	of	therapeutic	theory	to	help	navigate	through	the	
new	and	unwelcome	world	into	which	she	had	been	thrust.

an hour with ed speleers
The	 Le	 Brocq	 Studio	 was	 the	 venue	 on	 Friday	 22	 April	 for	 an	
evening	 of	 informal	 and	 enter taining	 conversation	 with	 film,	 tel-
evision	 and	 theatre	 actor	 Ed	 Speleers	 (Wargrave	 2001– 06)	 in	
conversation	 with	 Nigel	 Wheeler,	 his	 former	 College	 tutor	 and	
English	teacher.	Ed’s	first	professional	role	was	in	2006	as	the	lead	
in	the	film	Eragon,	since	when	he	has	appeared	in	numerous	televi-
sion	and	film	productions	both	in	the	UK	and	abroad,	including,	in	
2012,	the	recurring	role	of	Jimmy	Kent	in	the	award-winning	ITV	
series Downton Abbey,	as	well	as	Wolf Hall,	Partners in Crime and as 
Stephen	Bonnet	in	Outlander.
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it's all aBout you – an aCtinG MasterClass
on the afternoon of saturday 23 april, professional actors Patti 
clare (nugent 1983–85) and Kate isitt (nugent 1983–85) gave 
a joint acting class with college drama scholars in front of a 
ticketed audience. using short scenes, the class focused on cold 
reading (no rehearsals beforehand, no line learning), learning to 
trust themselves in a scene and trust their instincts.

paul Mayhew-arCher – inCuraBle optiMist
Paul Mayhew-archer (reeves 1967–71), comedy writer, script 
editor and producer, performed his one-man show at the birley 
centre on saturday 23 april. in 2011, Paul was diagnosed with 

derek GranGer in ConVersation  
with daVid Grindley
on sunday 24 april, the day after his 101st birthday, Derek 
Granger (Powell 1935–39) spoke about his career in television 
with theatre director David Grindley (Wargrave 1986–88). The 
audience in the birley centre was in turn enthralled and amused 
by Derek’s tales of working with laurence olivier, producing 
early episodes of Coronation Street and the TV drama with for 
which he is best known as producer, the bafTa-award winning 
Brideshead Revisited. afterwards everybody was able to join in 
Derek’s birthday celebrations with a glass of champagne and a 
piece of birthday cake. sadly, this would turn out to be Derek’s 
last visit to eastbourne, as he died on Tuesday 29 november at 
his home in london. an obituary appears on page 98.

Parkinson’s. it’s an incurable illness that gets progressively worse 
and has over 50 symptoms. it is also – as Paul quickly found 
out – funny. He first performed his show at the Edinburgh Fringe 
in 2018, then toured the uK with it in 2019. it was described as 
‘an inspiring show about the therapeutic power of comedy and 
laughter from a man who is not contagious but is well worth 
catching’ and the eastbourne audience certainly agreed.
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thrEE annivErsariEs

MulVany’s
At	the	start	of	the	1957	Lent	term,	Brian	Mulvany	(Member	of	staff	
1938–62)	opened	a	‘waiting	house’	for	new	pupils	on	the	first	floor	
of	Craven	Cottage,	in	Old	Wish	Road.	The	dormitory	adjoined	the	
flat	where	Brian	and	his	family	lived.	

Known	as	Mulvany’s,	it	only	lasted	a	shor t	time	as	its	replace-
ment,	 Nugent	 House,	 in	 Blackwater	 Road,	 was	 opened	 in	 the	
summer	 term.	 Nugent	 was	 named	 after	 Ar thur	 Nugent	 (War-
grave	1891–98),	whose	generosity	enabled	the	College	to	buy	the	
building.

A	photo	of	the	first	boys	in	the	house	was	taken	on	the	steps	
leading	to	the	garden	at	the	back	of	Craven	Cottage.	This	picture	
also	 includes	 Christopher	 Atkinson	 (Gonville/Mulvany’s/Nugent	
1952–57).	He	transferred	to	Mulvany’s	from	Gonville	in	order	to	
help	Mr	Mulvany	set	up	the	new	house.	Christopher	died	in	2020	
and	a	brief	obituary	can	be	found	on	page	93.

In	1969,	Nugent	became	a	day	girls	house,	accommodating	sixth	
form	day	girls	from	Moira	House	who	were	studying	their	A-levels	
at	 the	 College.	 Eleven	 years	 later,	 the	 house	 was	 opened	 up	 to	
sixth	form	boarders	and	in	2005,	lower	years	were	admitted.	The	
house	was	extended	in	2006.

the Flypast
Later	 in	 1957,	 a	 flypast	 by	 four	 College	 pupils	 took	 place	 over	
the	College	grounds	as	par t	of	the	CCF	inspection.	Clive	Morris	
(Reeves	 1952–57),	 Charles	 Masefield	 (School	 1953–58),	 Jeremy	
Banham	(Wargrave	1952–57)	and	John	Wingfield	(Reeves	1953–
57)	made	history	as	the	Eastbournian reported: 

‘It	was…	the	first	occasion	on	which	RAF	cadets	at	any	school	
have	staged	a	proper	flypast	for	an	Inspecting	Officer.’

On	21	June	1957,	the	boys	took	off	from	Croydon	aerodrome	
in	 Tiger	 Moths	 borrowed	 from	 the	 Surrey	 Flying	 Club.	 As	 they	

2022	marked	the	65th	and	55th	anniversaries	of	three	very	different	College	
events:	the	CCF	flypast	over	College	Field	and	the	opening	of	Mulvany’s,	a	
boys	‘waiting	house’	(later	to	become	Nugent)	in	1957,	and	the	production	
of	West Side Story	at	the	Congress	Theatre	in	1967.

reached	 Eastbourne,	 they	 dived	 low	 over	 College	 Field	 where	
an	inspection	of	the	CCF	by	Air	Marshall	Sir	Douglas	MacFadyen	
was	taking	place.	He	was	later	to	remark,	‘Well,	I’ve	never	had	
that	done	for	me	before!’

Three	of	the	boys	went	on	to	have	careers	in	aviation:	John	
Wingfield	trained	as	a	flight	cadet	at	Cranwell	and	later	attended	
the	 Central	 Flying	 School,	 graduating	 as	 a	 flying	 instructor	 in	
1968.	 He	 instructed	 at	 Manby	 and	 soon	 became	 a	 flight	 com-
mander	 and	 was	 promoted	 to	 squadron	 leader.	 Refusing	 the	
offer	of	a	desk	job,	he	decided	to	change	to	civil	aviation,	flying	
as	a	captain	for	South	African	Airways	and	Dan	Air,	but	mostly	
for	Air	Europe.

Clive	Morris	joined	the	RAF	in	1957	and	BEA	(British	Euro-
pean	Airways)	in	1965.	He	later	flew	Boeing	707s	and	747s	for	
BOAC	(British	Overseas	Airways	Corporation)	and	from	1994	
to	2001	flew	with	Virgin	Atlantic,	retiring	in	2004.	He	continued	
flying	in	a	private	capacity	following	his	retirement	until	shor tly	
before	his	death.	He	was	an	associate	member	of	the	Guild	of	
Aviation	Ar tists.	

Charles	Masefield	(later	Sir)	also	had	a	notable	career	in	avia-
tion.	He	was	a	test	pilot	for	Beagle	Aircraft	from	1964	to	1970,	
followed	 by	 a	 six-year	 period	 with	 Hawker	 Siddeley	 Aviation	
and	finally	as	a	test	pilot	for	British	Aerospace.	In	1964,	he	flew	a	
DH90	Dragonfly	from	London	to	the	USA,	setting	a	record	time	
for	bi-planes	between	London	and	New	York.	He	won	the1967	
Kings	Cup	Air	race	in	a	P-51D	Mustang	and	in	the	following	year	
became	the	British	National	Air	Racing	Champion.

west side story
Ten	years	 later,	the	acclaimed	College	production	of	West Side 

Story	was	performed	at	the	Congress	Theatre,	Eastbourne.	The	
musical	 formed	 par t	 of	 the	 College’s	 centenary	 celebrations	
and	 included	 pupils	 from	 other	 Eastbourne	 schools	 (Beres-

Left to right, top row:  
anthony Dixon (Mulvany’s/nugent/ 
blackwater 1957-61),  
Peter hall (Mulvany’s/Gonville 1957-60),  
henry Monro (Mulvany’s/school 1957),  
Jeremy lillywhite (Mulvany’s/school 1957-60),  
Peter Woods (Mulvany’s/school 1957-62)

Bottom row, left to right:  
adrian hall (Mulvany’s/school 1957-60),  
Mrs Mulvany, brian Mulvany,  
christopher atkinson, richard Pike  
(Mulvany’s/school/nugent 1957-61)
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ford	 House,	 Cavendish	 County	 Secondary	 School,	 Eastbourne	
Grammar	 School,	 Moira	 House	 and	 Ratton	 County	 Secondary	
School).

Pupils	 from	 the	 College	 included	 Peter	 Marchand	 (School	
1962–67)	as	Tony,	a	member	of	the	Jets,	and	Christopher	Trower	
(Reeves	1962–67)	as	Bernardo,	leader	of	the	Sharks.	Alex	Mitchell	
(Pennell	1962–67),	who	with	Rober t	Vale	(School	1962–67),	built	
the	College	hovercraft,	appeared	as	Anxious	and	remembers:

‘I	 had	 a	 minor	 par t	 as	 one	 of	 the	 gang	 of	 Sharks.	 My	 friend	

Brian	 Simmons	 (Pennell	 1962–67)	 was	 another	 one,	 which	 was	
most	appropriate	as	he	lived	in	San	Juan,	Puer to	Rico.	In	fact	the	
previous	summer	I	had	travelled	with	him	to	stay	there	during	the	
holidays.	It	was	a	very	exciting	and	intense	experience	performing	
on	 stage	 –	 we	 all	 felt	 very	 lucky	 to	 be	 included	 and	 I	 believe	 it	
was	 generally	 well	 received	 considering	 most	 of	 the	 cast	 were	
amateurs.’

Victor	 Wilde,	 the	 College’s	 catering	 manager,	 appeared	 as	
Officer	Krupke.

 flypast 21 June 1957
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F or tified	 by	 bacon	 rolls	 and	 coffee	 kindly	 supplied	 by	 Helen	
Medlycott	the	group	were	in	good	spirits	and,	with	the	roads	
being	clear,	we	arrived	at	the	Eurotunnel	Terminal	(which	was	

pretty	much	deser ted)	and,	after	a	quick	coffee,	boarded	the	train.	
For ty	minutes	later	we	were	in	France.

By	 now	 old	 friendships	 were	 renewed	 and	 new	 friendships	
made,	and	it	quickly	became	evident	that	the	trip	was	going	to	be	
fun	as	clearly	everyone	was	up	for	a	good	time	and	the	tour	did	
not	fail	to	deliver.

The	next	couple	of	days	consisted	of	a	good	mixture	of	visiting	
champagne	houses	with	of	course	the	obligatory	tasting	(in	which	
the	 group	 did	 not	 need	 any	 encouragement	 to	 par take),	 excel-
lent	meals	with	wonderful	wines,	and	some	spare	time	to	wander	
around	the	enchanting	City	of	Reims	(well	known	for	its	glorious	
Gothic	cathedral	where	all	French	kings	were	crowned).

I	can	only	speak	for	myself	here	but	I	am	not	entirely	sure	that	
I	can	even	now	identify	the	difference	between	a	Blanc	De	Noirs	
1er	Cru	(100%	Pinot	Noir)	champagne	and	a	Grande	Cuvee	Spe-
ciale	1er	Cru	(70%	Chardonnay	and	30%	Pinot	Noir)	champagne	
but	 what	 I	 can	 say	 is,	 I	 really,	 really	 enjoyed	 every	 single	 glass	 of	
champagne	that	was	put	in	front	of	me	and	clearly	I	was	not	alone,	

In my final term at Eastbourne 
college (which was the summer 
term of 1972) i boarded a coach in 
blackwater road for the last time 
as a college student and i certainly 
did not envisage that, 50 years 
later, i would once again board a 
coach for another 'school trip'.

however, that is what happened 
because on Tuesday 26 april at 
05:30 hours a group made up of 
oes and others that either had 
or have a connection with the 
college climbed aboard a luxury 
coach in blackwater road destined 
for folkestone… the es 2022 
champagne tasting and cultural 
tour of the region around reims 
had begun.

Mike Davey (School 1967–72) 

reports on the trip.

as	 on	 depar ture	 from	 each	 champagne	 house	 the	 coach	 sank	 a	
couple	of	inches	as	more	and	more	cases	of	bubbles	were	loaded.

Before	we	knew	it,	the	tour	was	coming	to	an	end	but	there	
was	time	for	one	 last	stop	on	route	to	the	Eurotunnel	Terminal	
for	a	visit	to	the	old	Grand	Prix	circuit	at	Reims	Tinqueux	where	
Dermot	Bambridge	(Reeves	1962–65)	shared	his	passion	for	motor	
racing	and,	as	a	memento	for	the	group,	produced	a	booklet	full	of	
information	about	the	circuit.

If	you	enjoy	excellent	champagne	and	wines,	fine	French	cuisine	
and	great	company	then	this	is	a	trip	for	you,	so	keep	an	eye	out	
for	the	next	one	and	get	your	booking	in!

There	were	so	many	highlights	of	the	trip	(the	hotel	which	we	
stayed	at,	Hotel	de	la	Paix	in	the	centre	of	Reims,	was	very	well	
received	by	the	guests,	par ticularly	the	breakfasts!)	and	therefore	
very	difficult	to	pick	one	that	stands	above	the	rest,	but	I	think	we	
would	all	agree	that	what	really	made	our	trip	so	successful	were	
the	people	who	attended.

Of	 course,	 it	 would	 be	 totally	 remiss	 of	 me	 not	 to	 say	 a	 few	
thank	 yous	 on	 behalf	 of	 the	 group.	 To	 David,	 our	 coach	 driver,	
who	 on	 more	 than	 one	 occasion	 received	 a	 round	 of	 applause	
from	the	group	for	completing	some	tricky	manoeuvres	in	some	

In	late	April,	we	finally	
managed	to	embark	on	our	
trip	to	the	Champagne	region,	
which	had	originally	been	
planned	for	2020,	but	which	
had	been	postponed	because	
of	the	Covid	pandemic.
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very	tight	spaces,	to	Guy,	our	champagne	and	wine	exper t	guide,	
who	 was	 always	 on	 hand	 to	 answer	 any	 question,	 and	 finally	 to	
Emma	Garrett.

By	 the	 end	 of	 the	 trip	 Emma	 must	 have	 been	 fed	 up	 to	 the	
back	teeth	of	ensuring	on	depar ture	from	each	venue	that	all	the	
group	were	safely	back	on	the	coach.	She	always	made	sure	that	
everyone	had	what	they	needed	and	frankly	took	away	from	the	
group	all	aggro	that	is	associated	with	trips/holidays	and	all	done	
with	her	smile	on	her	face.

Now where is that glass of champagne…?

Emma Garrett adds:

What	might	surprise	those	of	you	who	know	me	well	to	hear	
was	that	a	three-day	trip	to	France	was	not	actually	something	
I	was	hugely	looking	forward	to,	despite	the	promise	of	cham-
pagne	for	elevenses,	coming	as	it	did	at	such	a	busy	time.

I	 am	 delighted	 to	 repor t	 however,	 that	 it	 was	 fabulous!	
Twenty-three	of	us	were	exper tly	led	by	Monsieur	Guy	Boursot	
and	 driven	 by	 our	 regular	 driver	 Dave	 who	 wields	 his	 coach	
with	 great	 exper tise	 and	
precision.

We	 did	 not	 know	 each	
other	before	we	set	off,	but	
by	the	end	of	the	trip	were	
firm	 friends	 u	 nited	 by	 our	
connection	 to	 the	 College.	
Old	Eastbournians,	parents,	
E a s t b o u r n i a n 	 S o c i e t y	
member s ,	 par tner s	 and	
siblings,	we	were	a	blend	of	
young	and	old	–	the	wonder-
ful	 Rober t	 Stapylton-Smith	
at	 90	 years	 young,	 keeping	
us	all	on	our	toes	and	by	the	
end	of	the	trip,	busy	planning	
next	 year's	 trip	 to	 Por tugal	
where	he	lives!	

The	 coach	 cer tainly	 returned	 much	 heavier	 than	 when	 it	
left	 the	 College	 early	 the	 previous	 Tuesday	 morning,	 not	 only	
because	 of	 the	 delicious	 meals	 that	 we	 enjoyed	 en	 route,	 but	
due	to	the	crates	of	champagne	that	we	picked	up	at	every	stop	
along	the	way.	I	can	thoroughly	recommend	joining	next	year's	
ES	European	adventure	–	the	planning	is	so	exper tly	taken	on	
by	Guy	and	Dave	that	we	didn't	have	to	think	about	very	much	
at	all,	other	than	what	colour	wine	we	wanted	to	drink	with	our	
dinner!

at the reims Tinqueux circuit

robert stapylton-smith

left to right are alison Gourlay (nugent 1970–72), Mike Davey and  
Di Moss (née sparrow) (nugent 1970–72)



a view of caen taken by Maurice Wyles
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T he	 Second	 World	 War	 had	 ended	
just	 over	 a	 year	 before,	 when	 an	
intrepid	 band	 of	 College	 pupils	

(Maurice	Wyles	(Pennell	1944–49),	Ar thur	
Toplis	 (Powell	 1942– 47),	 John	 Congdon	
(Pennell	 1944–48)	 and	 Stephen	 Boniface	
(Eastbourne	Branch/Powell	1942–46)	made	
their	 way	 to	 France	 in	 September	 1946.	
The	 trip	 was	 organised	 by	 the	 Franco-
British	 Society	 and	 the	 boys	 were	 par t	 of	
a	 par ty	 of	 fifty	 boys	 and	 girls	 from	 ‘well	
known	schools’,	led	by	the	Chairman,	Lord	
Bessborough.

U nfor tunately,	 t he	 cr oss ing	 fr om	
Newhaven	 was	 so	 rough	 that	 only	 one	 of	
the	boys	managed	to	take	lunch	on	board.

The	 repor t	 in	 the	 Eastbournian men-
tioned	 their	 confusion	 about	 French	
breakfasts:

‘ We	 ate	 a	 large	 supper	 that	 night	
because	we	had	an	idea	that	the	French	ate	
hardly	 any	 breakfast.	 However,	 we	 were	
astonished	 to	 find	 fried	 ham	 and	 eggs	 the	
next	morning.	There	was	also	a	large	spoon	
provided,	whose	purpose	we	did	not	divine	
until	the	last	morning,	when	we	were	told	
we	were	intended	to	soak	our	rolls	in	our	
coffee	with	it’

The	itinerary	included	a	visit	to	Dieppe	
where	 a	 wreath	 was	 placed	 on	 the	 Cana-
dian	War	Memorial,	a	visit	to	Rouen	to	see	
the	 spot	 where	 Joan	 of	 Arc	 was	 burnt	 at	
the	 stake	 and,	 on	 the	 following	 day,	 a	 bus	
tour	 of	 the	 Normandy	 battlefields.	 They	

a pOst-war trip 

tO francE

stopped	in	Falaise	for	lunch,	hosted	by	the	
mayor.

Signs	 of	 war	 were	 still	 evident:	 ‘Falaise	
is	 very	 badly	 damaged…	 and	 all	 along	 the	
road	 and	 in	 the	 fields,	 we	 kept	 on	 seeing	
wrecked	tanks	and	by	the	time	we	reached	
Caen,	we	had	counted	at	least	70.’

Their	 last	 day	 ‘was	 spent	 in	 an	 orgy	 of	
buying	 things	 that	 were	 in	 shor t	 supply	 in	
England	 and	 cheap	 in	 France,	 and	 after	 a	
smooth	 crossing,	 we	 returned	 to	 England	
and	the	pouring	rain.’

Maurice	 Wyles,	 who	 contacted	 the	
College	 Archives	 earlier	 this	 year	 with	 his	
memories	of	the	trip,	told	us:

‘We	visited	what	was	left	of	Rouen,	the	
cathedral	 a	 stark	 reminder	 of	 St	 Paul’s	 in	
the	 Blitz…	 on	 reaching	 Falaise,	 we	 were	
greeted	by	the	mayor	who	had	spent	time	in	
Dachau	for	‘favouring	a	country	at	war	with	
Germany’.	 At	 Falaise,	 Caen	 and	 Rouen	 we	
witnessed	man’s	inhumanity	to	man:	desola-
tion	and	destruction.	But	the	reconstruction	
was	 impressive.	 Rubble	 had	 been	 cleared,	
often	by	hand.	New	homes	were	being	built	
among	 the	 ruins.	 Farmers	 were	 working	
with	burnt-out	tanks	still	in	the	fields.	In	the	
evening	a	farewell	dinner	with	our	generous	
friendly	hosts.	Together	we	looked	forward	
to	a	happier	and	united	Europe.’

The commemorative menu from the lunch in falaise

This	page	has	been	sponsored	by	an	Old	Eastbournian	who	wishes	to	remain	anonymous
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thE OvEr-60s 

lunch

T he	 venue	 was	 once	 again	 St	 George's	 Hill	 Club	 in	 Weybridge,	 and	
we	 are	 grateful	 to	 Peter	 Jamieson	 (Blackwater	 1960–63)	 for	 having	
arranged	 this	 for	 us.	 The	 lunch,	 always	 a	 popular	 event	 in	 the	 ES	

calendar,	is	an	oppor tunity	for	senior	OEs,	together	with	their	spouses	and	
par tners,	to	meet	for	a	convivial	meal.

The	guest	speaker	was	Jane	Slade	(Nugent	1975–77),	who	spoke	about	
her	memories	of	the	College	and	her	life	as	a	national	newspaper	journalist,	
in	conversation	with	former	member	of	staff	John	Hargreaves.

We	were	delighted	to	resume	the	Over-60s	lunch	after	a	three-
year	break	caused	by	the	pandemic,	the	last	lunch	having	been	
held	in	2019.

John hargreaves and Jane slade
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C
ollege	archivist	Paul	Jordan,	who	did	a	lot	of	research	for	
the	 exhibition,	 discovered	 that	 there	 were	 a	 number	 of	
OEs	with	depar tment	store	connections.	

bobbys	 (later	 Debenhams),	 situated	 in	 Terminus	 Road,	 was	
considered	a	very	high-class	store.	It	had	a	Georgian-style	tearoom,	
lit	by	a	large	glass	dome,	and	was	furnished	with	potted	palms	and	
Lloyd	Loom	furniture.	Customers	could	listen	to	the	orchestra	or	
watch	a	fashion	parade	as	they	indulged	themselves	in	a	sumptuous	
afternoon	tea.	Bobbys	even	had	its	own	staff	fencing	team	and	in	
1953,	 the	 general	 manager,	 Mr	 Maurice	 Hughes,	 presented	 the	
Bobby	 fencing	 cup	 to	 the	 College.	 It	 was	 awarded	 to	 the	 house	
with	the	most	points.

arE yOu bEinG sErvEd?

A	 more	 tenuous	 link	 with	 Bobbys	 can	 also	 be	 made	 with	
Kerridges	 furnishing	 store	 in	 Hailsham.	 When	 Bobbys	 furniture	
repository	in	Pevensey	Road	was	demolished	in	the	1930s	(for	the	
Luxor	Cinema),	Mr	Kerridge	bought	the	shopfront	and	installed	it	
in	his	Hailsham	store.	His	son,	Charles	Ker-
ridge,	came	first	to	Eastbourne	Branch	and	
Ascham	 from	 1945	 to	 1947	 and	 attended	
the	College	in	Reeves	and	Blackwater	from	
1948	to	1951.

PluMMer roDDis	was	another	well-
known	 depar tment	 store	 with	 branches	
across	the	south	of	England.	Stewar t	Mel-
ville	 Spence	 (Wargrave	 1918–21)	 joined	
Debenhams	after	he	left	the	College,	specialising	in	silks.	He	later	
became	the	manager	of	Plummers	in	Hastings	and	in	1938,	went	
on	a	business	trip	to	the	USA	to	study	the	workings	of	American	
stores and sailed in 
style,	 travelling	 out	
on	 the	 Normandie 
and	 r etur ning	 on	
t h e	 Queen Mary.	
F o l l o w i n g 	 t h e	
S e c o n d 	 W o r l d	
War,	 he	 managed	
Plummers’	 store	 in	
Brighton.	 Stewar t’s	
son,	 Stewar t	 James	
Michael	Spence,	was	
in	 G onv i l le	 f r om	
1947	to	1951.

L i k e 	 B o b b y s ,	
Plummers	 had	 their	
own	 s t af f	 fencing	
team	who	were	instructed	by	Regimental	Sergeant	Major	William	
Strong,	who	had	joined	the	College	staff	in	1937.	He	taught	drill	to	
the	boys	in	the	Combined	Cadet	Force	and	coached	PT,	gymnas-
tics,	boxing	and	fencing.	

Fur ther	afield,	Leonard	Bentall,	the	grandson	of	the	founder	of	
benTalls	stores	(the	main	store	was	in	Kingston	upon	Thames)	

bobbys tearoom

roy bobby, 1959bruce bobby, 1952 Michael Hatfield, 1958

stewart spence, 1919

Many will remember the bbc 

comedy Are You Being Served’? 

which was set in a shop called 

Grace brothers, and readers 

in the eastbourne area may 

be interested to know that an 

exhibition of the same name, 

looking at the department stores 

of eastbourne, has opened at 

the town’s heritage centre in 

carlisle road. 

Harold	Bobby,	grandson	of	the	founder,	enrolled	several	of	his	
children	at	the	College;	Bruce	Bobby	(Reeves	&	Pennell	1949–53)	
and	 Roy	 Bobby	 (Powell	 1955–60).	 Having	 taught	 French	 at	 the	
Thacher	 School	 in	 California,	 Roy	 returned	 to	 the	 College	 in	
1969	for	a	shor t	period	to	teach	languages.	Graham	Bobby	(Craig	
1973–78)	and	Jacqueline	Bobby	(Nugent	1978–80)	also	attended.

Michael	John	Hatfield	(Powell	1956–59)	died	in	1966	and	had	
been	with	Bobbys	since	1962,	having	spent	three	years	apprentice-
ship	with	Harrods.	He	had	initially	been	manager	of	the	toy	and	
knitting	wool	depar tment	at	Bobbys	but	in	the	year	of	his	death,	
had	been	appointed	to	the	position	of	assistant	to	the	group	mer-
chandise	controller	in	the	central	buying	office.	His	widow,	Sheila,	
was	the	sister	of	Ian	Walker	(Powell	1960–65).

Sidney	Chartres,	at	one	time	general	manager	and	local	director	
of	Bobbys,	sent	his	son,	Michael,	to	the	College	(School	&	Nugent	
1955–60).	Michael	enrolled	his	own	children	at	the	school;	Harriett	
(Nugent	1991–93)	and	Alexander	(School	1992–97).

Plummers of eastbourne
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was	 in	 Blackwater	 from	 1926	 to	 1930.	 On	
leaving	the	College,	he	worked	for	Harrods	
for	 a	year	before	 going	behind	the	counter	
at	 the	 Kingston	 store.	 In	 1968	 he	 became	
chairman	 of	 the	 store	 and	 ten	 years	 later,	
president.

GranTs	was	a	 large	depar tment	store	
in	 Croydon,	 south	 London.	 Malcolm	 Goss	
Grant	(Pennell	1928–32)	was	the	grandson	
of	one	of	the	founders	and	joined	the	store	

in	1937.	He	was	killed	in	action	in	1942.	His	brother,	Peter	William	
Grant	 (Pennell	 1934–37)	 also	 worked	 in	 the	 store	 and	 his	 son,	
Norman	Goss	Grant,	was	in	Pennell	from	1961	to	1964.

Bobbys	and	Plummers	were	later	absorbed	by	the	Debenhams	
organisation,	which	have	now	closed	all	their	stores;	Grants	closed	in	
the	1980s	with	only	Bentalls	surviving	as	par t	of	the	Fenwick	group.

bentalls in Kingston upon Thames

leonard bentall, 1930

Grants of croydon

The exhibition Are You 

Being Served? can be seen 

at the heritage centre, 

carlisle road, eastbourne, 

from september 2022 to 

september 2024.



The

Devonshire Park
Hotel

The family run Devonshire Park Hotel is 
conveniently located opposite the Birley 
Centre, and Towner Gallery. Having 
provided a discounted Tariff for many years 
for Students, Staff and friends of Eastbourne 
College we look forward to welcoming you in 
2023.

Established since 2001 it has been a pleasure 
watching the development and changes across 
the road, seeing Eastbourne College take 
shape and define the landscape in such a 
tasteful way whilst working together.

Contacting us directly enables this personal 

service from the outset, and discounted fixed 
rates all year

Facilities Include: 
• Godfreys Restaurant
• Bar & Two Lounges
• Patio Seating & Dining Area
• Private Car Park with Electric Car Charging

Point �               
• Lift
• WiFi Throughout �   
• Classic Car Tours

27-29 Carlisle Road, Eastbourne, BN21 4JR

Telephone: 01323 728144

Email: info@devonshire-park-hotel.co.uk

www.devonshire-park-hotel.co.uk
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F oundation	Day	was	held	on	Saturday	11	
June	and	we	welcomed	back	members	
of	 the	 Devonshire	 Society	 and	 other	

major	donors	to	the	College.
2022	 marked	 the	 20th	 anniversary	 of	

the	founding	of	the	Devonshire	Society,	and	
this	year’s	gathering	was	also	the	first	one	
we	had	held	since	2019,	the	last	two	years	
having	been	cancelled	because	of	the	Covid	
pandemic.

fOundatiOn day

in the Warren 
atrium for the drinks 

reception

bella Moen, eleanor chapman and Daisy barrow

luncheon in the 
function rooms

Following	 a	 ser vice	 in	 the	 College	
Chapel,	guests	enjoyed	a	champagne	recep-
tion	in	the	Warren	Atrium	where	they	were	
also	 enter tained	 by	 current	 pupils	 with	 a	
variety	 of	 musical	 offerings.	 A	 luncheon	
was	 then	 held	 in	 the	 Christopher	 Kirk-
Greene	 function	 rooms	 where	 the	 guests	
were	welcomed	by	Chairman	of	Governors	
Philip	 Broadley.	 Later,	 three	 recent	 recipi-
ents	 of	 the	 Trevor	 Pescud	 Tennis	 Award,	

Daisy	Barrow	(Watt,	Year	10),	Bella	Moen	
(Nugent	 2019–21)	 and	 Eleanor	 Chapman	
(Blackwater	2016–18),	spoke	to	the	guests	
about	 their	 gratitude	 at	 having	 received	
bursary	 funding	 while	 at	 the	 College,	 and	
reflected	 on	 the	 oppor tunities	 a	 College	
education	had	given	them.

The	 af ter noon	 concluded	 with	 an	
oppor tunity	 to	 watch	 cricket	 on	 College	
Field	on	a	beautiful	summer's	day.
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a wartiME EscapE frOM 

OccupiEd francE

hawker Typhoon

The wartime adventures of Basil Francis Proddow (Blackwater 1935–40) read like the script 
of an episode of Secret Army. The BBC TV drama told the stories of RAF pilots being returned 
to the UK by a Belgian resistance movement, and Basil’s story, although set in France, is just 
as exciting.

W
e got to hear about it after the college archives 
received an enquiry from Basil’s daughter Viv, who 
first contacted us about the Proddow tennis cup, 

which had some connection with her father. unfortunately, 
we could find no reference to this in the archives but what did 
emerge, through correspondence with Viv and her brother Julian, 
was the extraordinary story of their father’s time in france after 
he had been shot down.

on 14 february 1944, basil Proddow climbed aboard a 
Hawker Typhoon. ‘We were to be fighters on this trip temporar-
ily forsaking our more usual role as fighter-bomber’. They were 
on a mission to carry out a long-range sweep into the heart of 
German-occupied France. But disaster struck when, flying over 
france, basil’s engine stopped as he tried to jettison the long-
range fuel tanks. 

He managed to crash land in a field, just missing some high 
voltage cables, and walked away from the plane unhurt.

he made for some woods and later spotted a farmhouse, 
deciding to wait until dusk to ask for help. he knocked and 
entered and said to the farmer’s wife in his schoolboy french, 
‘Madame, je suis pilote anglais’.

after a meal of chicken, cheese and wine, and dressed in a blue 
suit which the farmer had given him, he went to bed. he didn’t 
sleep for long as the Germans had begun searching the area and 
the farmer moved him to a freezing barn. 

With hands so cold he could hardly hold the handlebars, basil 
cycled to the farmer’s parents’ house in a nearby village where 
he was given shelter. off he went again by bicycle to blois where 
he found refuge in a small grocer’s shop overlooking the loire. 

The owner’s sister, ‘Madame c’, ran a brasserie across the 
river (which was a depot for the bottling and sale of beer) and 
offered it as a place of safety. But the difficulty was how Basil 
was to cross the bridge, as it was manned by sentries and basil 
didn’t have any papers. so Madame c and her daughter stood 
either side of him, gripped his arms and told him to pretend to 
be drunk. he made it successfully across and spent six months 
hiding in the brewery.

he was well cared for, two ‘charming’ old ladies brought him 
english books, the local barber called to give him a haircut and 
the dressmaker made him a shirt out of a linen sheet.

one afternoon in 1944, two German soldiers entered the 
brewery before basil had time to hide, so he followed the 
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example of the frenchmen there and smiled and shook hands 
with the soldiers who then left without incident.

Paris fell to the allies on 15 august 1944 and by 1 september, 
the Germans had vacated blois.

basil made his way back to england and, on the way, was 
greeted at one French airfield by an officer who thrust a large 
mug of neat gin into his hand. a condition of taking a space on the 
plane back to northolt was that he nursed a box of eggs on his 
knees destined for the air Marshal’s wife – they arrived intact.

shortly after basil’s marriage, he and his wife, sheila, returned 
to france to visit all those who had helped him. Madame c 
suggested that basil go into the attic and chose two of her 
grandfather’s paintings. he had been an accomplished artist in 
his day and had known several famous painters. a few years later, 
Madame c’s daughter wrote to basil and told him that while 
clearing the attic, they had found three paintings by Toulouse 
lautrec in the same place from where he had chosen his.

in later years, a plaque was unveiled on the farmhouse where 
basil had been sheltered to commemorate all those who had 
helped him. at another ceremony, both the farmer’s wife and 
Madame c were given awards for bravery. 

in more relaxed times

basil in uniform The plaque commemorating those who had helped basil

Sheila wrote:
‘When i look at those [basil’s] paintings, i do not think what 
might have been, but rather would i have had the courage to 
shelter an unknown pilot in times of such terrible danger’.

but this wasn’t the end of basil’s wartime adventures. in 
february 1945, his plane was shot down over Germany and he 
spent the remainder of the war in a PoW camp.

Our thanks go to Basil’s widow Sheila and his children Viv and 
Julian (ascham 1966-69; blackwater 1969–74) for sending us the 
information for this article.

basil’s brother, stuart cyril Proddow, came to the college 
(blackwater 1932–36) as did stuart’s son, ian (blackwater 1961–
67). basil’s son, simon, was also at the school (ascham 1966–68; 
blackwater 1968–72).

Paul Jordan
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O
n	Sunday	12	June,	winners	of	the	
John	Le	Brocq	Memorial	Scholar-
ship	 joined	 members	 of	 the	 Le	

Brocq	 family	 at	 a	 lunch	 to	 celebrate	 the	
40th	anniversary	of	the	annual	prize.

John	Le	Brocq	was	a	pupil	at	the	College	
who	died	on	27	November	1980,	aged	just	
16,	of	a	brain	aneurysm.	His	parents	Philip	
and	Sally	Le	Brocq	set	up	the	award	in	his	

thE jOhn lE brOcQ lunch

sally and Philip le brocq in the chapel

memor y,	 and	 it	 goes	 to	 a	 current	 pupil	
who	 has	 made	 an	 unusual	 contribution	 to	
College	 life.	 It	 can	 be	 spent	 on	 anything,	
apar t	from	educational	fees,	which	lifts	and	
enriches	the	spirit.

The	 f irst	 award	 was	 made	 in	 1982	
and	 there	 are	 now	 40	 scholars.	 In	 Philip's	
words:	'Their	letters	and	postcards	during	
their	 year	 of	 scholarship,	 and	 often,	 many	

years	beyond,	have	given	us	the	kind	of	life	
suppor t	which	only	a	regular	transfusion	of	
young	enthusiasm	and	idealism	can	bring.'

A	 number	 of	 scholars,	 together	 with	
current	and	former	College	staff,	attended	
a	thanksgiving	service	in	the	College	Chapel,	
before	moving	on	to	the	Christopher	Kirk-
Greene	 function	 rooms	 for	 reception	
drinks	and	lunch.

This	page	has	been	sponsored	by	Robin	Bishop	(Powell	1965–71)
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I
t	had	been	almost	40	years	since	Speech	
Day	 1983,	 when	 my	 fellow	 Wargravian	
Barry	 and	 I	 left	 the	 College.	 Much	 had	

changed	 in	 our	 lives	 since	 those	 special	
days.	We	were	both	married	now	with	two	
children	 apiece	 –	 two	 sons	 (aged	 17	 and	
15)	 for	 Barry	 living	 in	 Aylesbury	 and	 two	
daughters	 (21	 and	 17)	 for	 myself	 living	 in	
Sydney,	Australia.

What	 was	 comfor ting	 for	 both	 of	 us	
was	that	so	much	about	the	College	hadn’t	
changed	a	bit,	or	at	least	felt	the	same.	The	
main	 building	 with	 its	 flagstone	 cloisters	
overlooking	 the	 cricket	 green	 on	 a	 blue-
sky	sunny	Eastbourne	day,	was	no	different	
from	when	we	left	it,	as	was	the	memorial	
gate	 with	 the	 coat	 of	 arms	 and	 motto	 Ex	
Oriente	 Salus,	 where	 we	 had	 listened	 to	
many	a	last	post	echoing	over	the	years.

We	 were	 so	 lucky	 that,	 despite	 visiting	
just	 before	 the	 Jubilee	 weekend	 and	 the	
school	being	empty	for	half	term,	our	long-
time	 house	 tutor	 and	 French	 teacher	 JT	
(who	 star ted	 at	 the	 school	 and	 Wargrave	
the	same	day	and	year	as	us!)	was	able	to	
give	us	a	tour	of	the	school	and	our	old	alma	
mater	Wargrave	House.

Whilst	 the	 last	 four	 decades	 have	 seen	
some	impressive	modifications	and	general	
improvements	to	our	old	house,	the	general	
feel	 seemed	 the	 same	 and	 the	 memories	
of	our	five	years	there	came	flooding	back.	
Having	said	that,	it	was	much	warmer	than	
we	 remembered!	 And	 there	 were	 many	
fewer	boys	in	a	dormitory	than	in	our	day.

The	same	was	true	for	our	tour	around	
the	 school	 classrooms,	 librar y	 and	 Big	
School,	though	the	original	Big	School	sadly	
burnt	 down	 while	 we	 were	 at	 the	 school	
as	pupils.	

Walking	 through	 the	 now	 par tly-car-
peted	 wooden	 halls	 of	 the	 school,	 many	
of	 the	 classrooms	 have	 remained	 almost	
identical	 to	 our	 memories	 from	 40	 years	
ago.	We	felt	great	comfort	in	that	and	could	
almost	 hear	 the	 stamp	 of	 leather-soled	
school	shoes	up	and	down	the	stairs,	bel-
lowing	 of	 ‘get	 to	 class’	 by	 masters	 for	 the	
late	arrivals	and	final	banging	of	the	wooden	
doors	as	they	closed	to	signal	that	class	had	
star ted.

It	wasn’t	until	we	visited	the	impressive	
new	wing	that	we	were	stunned	by	the	new	
facilities	 and	 the	 significant	 improvements	
they	heralded:

•	 a	brand	new	dining	room	replacing	the	
old	‘Hogwar ts-style’	dining	hall	that	
we	had	visited	three	times	a	day,	seven	
days	a	week.	A	space	where	friend-
ships	were	forged	and	tons	of	food	
consumed.	A	place	of	much	laughter,	

noise	and	revelries	that	held	many	
great	memories,	now	stood	somewhat	
forlornly	as	the	school	exam	hall	–	
what	a	different	experience	the	walls	
would	share	now	if	they	could	talk

•	 a	state-of-the-ar t	spor ts	centre,	with	
a	nose-bleed-high	ceiling,	which	has	
replaced	the	small	wooden	gymnasium	
of	the	past	where	PE,	fencing	and	judo	
classes	were	held	and	a	few	of	us	used	
to	roller	skate	at	the	weekends

•	 an	Olympic-style	swimming	pool	
and	modernised	version	of	what	we	
recalled	previously	for	our	school	and	
house	swim	meets

•	 welcoming	modern	classrooms	that	
replaced	the	spaces	and	worlds	we	
fondly	recalled	where	we	were	guided	
into	adventures	into	the	past	to	learn	
all	about	the	world	wars	from	our	
impassioned	history	teachers

•	 an	incredible	theatre	that	you	could	
mistake	for	the	West	End	or	Shrews-
bury	to	honour	school	playwrights	
and	poets	that	was	a	far	cry	from	the	
classrooms	and	outside	grass-lined	Dell	
where	we	used	to	perform	our	house	
and	school	plays	

•	 in	place	of	the	girls’	school	Beresford	
House,	where	Barry’s	sister	was	head	
girl	and	which	we	visited	on	numerous	
occasions	(once	as	the	only	official	male	
lunch	guests	and	other	times	unof-
ficially!),	there	is	now	an	all-weather	
Astroturf	pitch	for	hockey	and	tennis

One	 of	 the	 things	 I	 have	 learnt	 over	 the	
years	is	that	we	often	don’t	appreciate	what	
we	 have	 until	 we	 don’t	 have	 it.	 This	 is	 a	

a trip dOwn 

MEMOry lanE  

fOr twO Old 

cOllEGE chuMs 

Richard	Duncan	and	Barry	Salmon	(both	Wargrave	
1978–83)	returned	to	the	College	in	early	June	and,	
along	with	the	happy	memories,	were	impressed	by	the	
new	facilities.	Here	Richard	gives	us	his	thoughts.

‘We could almost hear the stamp of leather-
soled school shoes up and down the stairs’

A chance for a quick selfie
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learning	that	comes	with	age	and	maturity.	
Make	no	mistake,	we	did	enjoy	our	times	at	
school,	and	both	appreciated	it,	but	it	was	
only	 now	 as	 men	 in	 our	 late	 50s	 that	 we	
have	truly	grasped	just	how	incredible	the	
facilities,	services	and	support	were	that	we	
were	lucky	enough	to	get	from	the	College.	
And	thanks	to	our	parents,	we	were	given	
an	 envious	 head	 star t	 to	 our	 young	 lives;	
something	that	was	probably	unrealistic	to	
fully	appreciate	at	our	age	at	the	time.

As	 parents	 who	 have	 had	 to	 choose	

schools	 for	 our	 own	 children,	 none	 that	
we	 saw	 came	 close	 to	 offering	 what	 East-
bourne	College	offered	us	then	and	offers	
their	 pupils	 now.	 This	 trip	 down	 memory	
lane	not	only	reminded	us	of	our	childhood	
adventures,	 friendships	 and	 special	 times,	
but	it	also	served	to	foster	an	even	greater	
respect	for	the	College	and	what	it	gave	us.	
It	-	and	the	quality	education	it	gave	us	-	set	
us	on	a	road	that	took	us	to	where	we	are	
today.	

As	we	walked	along	Old	Wish	Road	for	
the	last	time	after	many	hundreds	of	times	
before,	 we	 took	 one	 last	 picture	 with	 JT	
with	the	College	behind	us,	and	turned	the	
corner	to	our	car.	Everything	momentarily	
went	 black	 and	 white	 and	 I	 felt	 a	 wave	 of	
emotion	wash	over	me,	as	well	as	a	sense	of	
appreciation	 for	 the	 many	 friendships	 that	
blossomed	 in	 my	 time	 at	 the	 College	 and	
all	 the	 time,	 effor t,	 suppor t	 and	 guidance	
our	 many	 teachers	 like	 Alan	 Gardner,	 Mr	
Budge,	 Ms	 Newman,	 Mr	 Young	 and	 the	
inimitable	Donald	Perrens	all	gave	us.	Some	
of	these	great	people	have	sadly	passed	on,	
but	they	live	on	in	us,	in	our	hear ts	and	the	
memories	 of	 the	 thousands	 of	 pupils	 that	
have	come	through	their	classroom	doors.	
We	are	their	legacy.

I	am	grateful	to	have	my	memories	and	

have	 learnt	 as	 much	 as	 I	 did	 in	 those	 five	
years	 at	 the	 College.	 I	 count	 myself	 lucky	
for	the	education,	spor ts	and	social	activi-
ties,	 for	 all	 my	 teachers,	 the	 CCF	 and	 the	
many	 many	 special	 excursions,	 theatrical	
per formances	 and	 adventures	 that	 we	
experienced	as	well	as	all	the	shenanigans	
we	got	up	to	at	the	weekends!

I	am	also	grateful	for	the	special	friend-
ship	 I	 have	 kept	 all	 these	 years	 with	 my	
good	school	chum	Barry	(who	has	been	my	
best	man	twice!)	as	most	of	those	we	knew	
back	 then	 have	 drifted	 away.	 Despite	 the	
years	and	distance	between	where	we	both	
live	 now,	 since	 I	 emigrated	 first	 to	 South	
Africa	 in	1994	and	then	Australia	 in	2005,	
Barry	and	I	have	remained	firm	friends	and	
catch	up	each	week	on	Zoom.	This	friend-
ship,	 forged	at	the	College,	 is	a	testament	
to	the	great	things	the	school	provided	us	
and	 others,	 and	 is	 evidence	 that	 we	 may	
have	left	the	school	in	the	summer	of	1983,	
but	the	school	has	never	really	left	us	and,	
despite	 its	 changes,	 improvements	 and	
modernisation,	 it	 will	 always	 remain	 the	
same	place	to	us	in	our	hear ts.	

As	the	saying	goes,	you	can	always	leave	
a	 place,	 but	 the	 place	 never	 really	 leaves	
you.

Thank	you.
 

We will help you to protectyou and your
family’s financial future

cha r te red  accountant s  |  bus ines s  &  t ax  adv i s e r s

Eastbourne
T 01323 730631
E info@humph.co.uk

Humphrey & Co will
provide you with
practical advice,
complete essential
tasks such as tax
returns and discuss all
your financial options
throughout your life.

Barristers | Care Homes | Charities | Dentists & Doctors | Insurance & IFA’s | Payroll | Tax Planning | US Federal Tax | Wills, Trusts & Estates

Brighton & Hove
T 01273 775814
E hove@humph.co.uk

Humphrey & Co are regulated for a range of investment
business activities; and licensed to carry out the reserved legal
activity of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by
the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.

humph.co.uk        @humph_co    
more

than justaccountants

barry, JT and richard
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Paul Tremlett (Reeves 1957–62) was on that 

1962 trip and has sent us his memories.

W
e	all	met	at	Victoria	Station	and	
took	the	train	to	Dover;	there	
we	 embarked	 on	 a	 four-hour	

boat	 trip	 to	 Ostend.	 At	 Ostend	 we	 must	
have	taken	a	through	train	to	Cologne.	We	
changed	trains	for	the	overnight	trip	down	
to	 Munich,	 where	 we	 did	 indeed	 wait	 six	
hours	 for	 the	 train	 to	 Belgrade.	 We	 trun-
dled	 on	 through	 Austria	 to	 cross	 the	 Iron	
Cur tain	into	what	was	then	Yugoslavia.	

I	can	remember	we	passed	endless	flat	
fields	 of	 melons.	 At	 Belgrade	 we	 bought	
yet	more	hard	rolls	for	the	onward	journey.	
Next	 stop	 was	 Sofia	 in	 Bulgaria,	 arriving	
in	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 night,	 a	 Soviet-style	
station	dimly	lit.	

Around	this	time	Roger	came	to	Grant	
McIntyre	 (Reeves	 1957–62),	 myself	 and	 a	
couple	of	others	and	divided	all	the	Turkish	
spending	 money	 between	 us.	 Possibly	
someone	saw	this	because	during	the	night	
as	we	slept	sprawled	in	the	train’s	gangway	
McIntyre’s	 passpor t	 and	 his	 por tion	 of	
the	 money	 was	 stolen.	 Poor	 Grant	 was	
removed	from	the	train	at	the	exit	border	
from	 Bulgaria .	 God	 knows	 what	 went	
through	Roger	Mills’	mind	at	that	time.	

The	 train	 trundled	 on	 into	 Turkey	 and	
eventually	 we	 arrived	 in	 Istanbul	 central	
station.	Taxis	took	us	to	Istanbul	university	
halls	 of	 residence	 where	 we	 were	 to	 stay.	
I	was	shown	into	a	plain	largish	room	with	
four	beds,	one	in	each	corner.	On	one	bed	
was	a	bundle	covered	by	a	blanket,	wherein	
lay	a	young	French	traveller;	he	was	covered	
head	to	toe	–	as	we	discovered	–	to	avoid	
the	masses	of	mosquitos.	There	was	a	basin	
in	 the	 corner	 for	 washing;	 however,	 the	
basin	 was	 smashed	 and	 the	 water	 simply	
fell	onto	our	feet,	hence	the	mosquitos.	The	
smelly	crouchers	were	down	the	hall!

Luckily	 the	 border	 guards	 eventually	
released	 Grant	 af ter	 interrogating	 him	
through	the	night	and	plonked	him	on	the	
next	train.	Grant	told	me	afterwards	that	it	
was	almost	funny	as	no	one	spoke	English,	
but	pretty	frightening	at	the	time.	The	poor	
chap	 had	 to	 present	 himself	 to	 the	 British	
consulate	 in	 Istanbul	 every	 day	 until	 they	
finally	 gave	 him	 a	 temporary	 visa	 to	 allow	
him	to	continue	the	trip.	Unfor tunately,	he	
did	miss	some	of	our	sightseeing	trips.

We	 lived	 on	 rather	 greasy	 street	 food	
and	 all	 suffered	 dicky	 tummies.	 One	 night	
we	did	venture	out	to	the	naughty	par t	of	
town	 and	 ended	 up	 in	 a	 bar	 where	 ladies	

were	 belly	 dancing	 and	 chaps	 were	 crack-
ing	 whips	 around	 the	 girls’	 hips.	 I	 seem	 to	
remember	 one	 of	 our	 number	 was	 called	
up	to	try	the	whip	trick.	It’s	true	we	had	had	
a	couple	of	beers	and	had	a	good	laugh,	but	
we	felt	only	friendship	from	the	locals	and	
never	felt	threatened.

We	visited	all	the	sights	 in	Istanbul	and	
after	about	four	days	embarked	on	a	ferry	
to	 take	 us	 down	 to	 Izmir.	 We	 travelled	
overnight	 and	 I	 remember	 sleeping	 on	
deck	under	the	stars,	the	cabin	was	stifling.	
In	 Izmir	 we	 took	 a	 coach	 to	 the	 ruins	 of	
Ephesus,	a	truly	amazing	ancient	site.	

We	 then	 embarked	 on	 another	 ferr y	
to	take	us	to	Athens.	We	stayed	in	a	small	
hotel	 in	 a	 street	 immediately	 under	 the	
Acropolis.	 Here	 again	 we	 visited	 all	 the	
sights	including	the	memorable	bone	shaker	
coach	 trip	 to	 Delphi.	 We	 also	 visited	 the	
beach	 at	 Piraeus;	 it	 was	 at	 this	 time	 that	
Roger	Mills’	wife	flew	back	to	London,	she	
was	 quite	 slight	 and	 had	 suffered	 terribly	
from	the	heat.	

From	Athens	we	took	another	overnight	
ferry	 through	 the	 Corinth	 Canal,	 stopping	
for	a	few	hours	in	Corfu	along	the	way.	The	
next	day	we	disembarked	in	Brindisi,	 Italy,	
and	boarded	a	very	slow	train	with	wooden	

a turkish and GrEEk OdyssEy

Temple of apollo at Delphi

In	summer	1962	a	young	teacher	called	Roger	Mills	took	a	party	of	College	
pupils	on	an	adventurous	trip	to	Turkey	and	Greece.	That	experience	was	
good	preparation	for	his	later	career	as	a	television	film-maker,	because	in	
1988	he	persuaded	Michael	Palin	to	travel	Around The World in Eighty Days,	
the	first	of	many	travel	programmes	which	he	produced	and	directed.
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seats	up	to	Milan.	The	journey	took	prob-
ably	16	hours	and	I	actually	celebrated	my	
19th	 bir thday	 on	 that	 train.	 Eventually	 we	
arrived	 in	 Milan	 central	 station	 where	 we	
slept	 out	 on	 the	 benches	 of	 the	 cavern-
ous	 waiting	 room.	 The	 following	 morning	
we	 boarded	 the	 overnight	 train	 to	 Calais,	
bypassing	Paris.	One	more	ferry	and	a	train	
back	up	to	Victoria	station	and	home	for	a	
long	bath	and	a	sleep.

We	all	arrived	home	intact	and	without	
mishap.	 I	 can	 only	 think	 that	 Roger	 Mills	
did	an	awful	lot	of	planning	and	homework	
before	this	epic	trip.	Obviously	it	was	good	
training	 for	 his	 future	 at	 the	 BBC	 and	 his	
collaboration	with	Michael	Palin.

the ConteMporary report
The Eastbournian in November 1962 

published a report on the trip by Tim 

Freshwater (School 1958–63).

Eighteen	 members	 and	 former	 members	
of	 the	 College	 owe	 a	 great	 debt	 of	 grati-
tude	 to	 Mr	 Mills,	 whose	 hard	 work	 and	
energy	 did	 so	 much	 to	 make	 our	 trip	 so	
memorable.	We	can	still	hear	the	haunting	
dissonance	 of	 Middle-Eastern	 music	 and	
taste	 the	 juicy	 bitterness	 of	 ziz	 kebab,	 for	
three	shor t	weeks	in	Turkey	are	not	easily	
forgotten.	

The	 train	 journeys	
were	a	unique	experi-
ence	in	themselves.	As	
we	 travelled	 east	 the	
trains	became	progres-
sively	 more	 primitive	
a n d	 c r owd e d ,	 t h e	
scenery	 more	 strange,	
the	guards	less	guttural	
and	 mor e	 of f icious .	
In	 Munich	 there	 was	 a	
six-hour	 stop,	 but	 we	
were	 hurried	 through	
the	 dingy	 Belgrade	 and	
Sofia.	Four	of	our	par ty,	
locked	out	of	the	moving	
train in mysterious Bul-
garia,	 just	 managed	 to	
dive	 in	 through	 the	 mail	
hatch,	 while	 Grant	 McIntyre	 had	 his	 pass-
por t	stolen	and	had	to	be	left	for	a	full	day	
in	 the	clutches	of	 the	Communist	 frontier	
guards.	 But	 the	 remainder,	 miraculously	
safe	 and	 sound,	 drew	 into	 Istanbul	 three	
days	after	leaving	London.	

The	 f irst	 thing	 the	 visitor	 to	 Turkey	
notices	is	the	dir t.	The	streets	are	deep	in	
dust	and	grit,	except	where	the	wheels	of	
the	taxis	have	cleared	a	path	for	themselves.	
Through	the	filth	fly	fleets	of	battered	taxis,	
their	 horns	 permanently	 switched	 on	 and	
their	drivers	grinning	gaily	over	the	wheel.	
There	are,	it	seems,	no	private	cars,	so	the	
taxis	 share	 the	 road	 only	 with	 the	 horses	
and	car ts	that	carry	pile	upon	pile	of	three-
penny	 melons.	 On	 the	 pavements	 nearly	
all	 the	 buying	 and	 selling	 is	 done,	 usually	

with	 argument	 and	 gesticulation.	 Many	 of	
the	 vendors	 are	 children,	 as	 young	 as	 six	
or	even	five;	and	they	drive	a	hard	bargain.	
These	 urchins	 swarm	 everywhere,	 never	
going	to	school	or	even	to	bed.	Grimy	and	
grinning,	 begging	 sweets	 or,	 more	 often,	
cigarettes,	 they	 are	 even	 more	 proficient	
at	peddling	useless	goods	than	their	elders.	

The	 Turks	 are	 the	 most	 friendly	 and	
helpful	 people	 in	 the	 world.	 Not	 one	 of	
the	 hundreds	 to	 whom	 we	 spoke	 gave	 us	
the	least	reason	to	doubt	this.	I	shudder	to	
think	how	‘friendly’	and	‘helpful’	some	Lon-
doners	would	be	to	a	Turkish	tourist.	In	the	
street	they	queued	to	take	us	wherever	we	
wanted	to	go.	Never	to	direct	us,	of	course;	
they	would	always	take	us.	In	packed	beer-
houses	we	were	treated	and	toasted,	 and	
everywhere	 we	 were	 received	 as	 celebri-
ties	One	man	invited	us	to	his	yacht	within	
an	hour	of	meeting	us;	another,	misunder-
standing	our	question,	led	us	proudly	to	a	
brothel,	 and	 seemed	 per turbed	 when	 we	
refused	to	investigate	fur ther.

The	 Turks	 still	 lock	 up	 many	 of	 their	
womenfolk	We	saw	more	of	them	hanging	
from	 top-floor	 windows	 than	 walking	 in	
the	street.	They	possess	all	the	lithe	beauty	
attributed	 to	 them,	 and	 the	 Greek	 girls	

proved	 as	 lovely	 as	
Helen	 and	 as	 wise	 as	
Socrates.	But	we	were	
no less impressed 
by	 the	 man-made	
beauty,	 the	 unfor-
ge t t a b l e	 a r t	 a n d	
architecture.	 There	
is	 that	 clus ter	 of	
minarets	outside	the	
Blue	 Mosque,	 and	
inside	 the	 delicately	
p a i n t e d 	 c e i l i n g s	
proclaim	 in	 golden	
script	 that	 Allah	 is	
great	 and	 Moham-
med	is	his	prophet.	
S a n t a 	 S o p h i a ,	
huge	 remnant	 of	

an	 illustrious	 Byzantine	 past,	 has	 a	 history	
more	 impressive	 than	 its	 appearance.	 But	
Ephesus,	standing	–	or	lying	–	in	lonely	mag-
nificence,	 exceeded	 our	 expectations,	 and	
who	could	be	disappointed	by	the	Acropo-
lis?	It	surpasses	the	hopes	of	even	the	most	
ardent	 enthusiast.	 We	 were	 captivated	 by	
its	severe	but	graceful	splendour.	It	is	impos-
sible	 to	 know	 when	 the	 Acropolis	 is	 at	 its	
best.	At	midday,	when	the	sun,	shimmering	
upon	the	marble	whiteness,	beats	down	so	
strongly	 that	 you	 could	 fry	 an	 egg	 on	 the	
bald	head	of	an	American	tourist?	Or	during	
the	 brief	 Balkan	 twilight,	 when	 the	 black	
symmetry	 of	 the	 Parthenon	 is	 silhouetted	
against	a	sky	of	deepening	blue?	Or	perhaps	
at	night,	when	it	hangs	in	illuminated	glory,	
suspended	from	Heaven	for	mortals	to	gaze	
at	in	awe?	

of	 Athens	 was	 one	 of	 cleanliness.	 As	 we	
steamed	away	into	the	setting	sun,	escorted	
by	 bloated	 hordes	 of	 Piraeus	 jellyfish	 and	
a	 dolphin	 or	 two,	 the	 whole	 city	 seemed	
perfectly	white.	A	snowy	cluster	between	
the	blues	of	sea	and	sky;	an	exotic	memory.

Paul on the dockside at Piraeus waiting to board 
the italian ferry

At	Delphi	the	sparse	remains	of	Apollo's	
temple	 and	 the	 celebrated	 bronze	 chari-
oteer	were	less	inspiring	than	the	vastness	
of	 the	 scenery	 and	 an	 exquisite	 statue	 of	
Hadrian's	 favourite,	 Antinous.	 We	 made	
this	100-mile	Journey	across	the	rough	and	
parched	country	of	Greece	in	the	traditional	
rickety	 bus.	 With	 a	 whimsical,	 mocking	
smile,	 the	 driver	 threw	 the	 tired	 machine	
round	tight	corners	at	phenomenal	speeds,	
hur tled	 over	 impossible	 surfaces	 too	 fast	
to	hit	the	bumps,	and	skidded	gaily	within	
inches	of	long,	sheer	precipices.	

Just	 as	 our	 first	 impression	 of	 Istanbul	
had	been	one	of	filth,	so	our	last	impression	

roGer Mills
roger Mills taught at the college for 
one year, 1961–62. his later career 
in television included being producer 
of Sailor, the 1976 series about life 
on board hMs Ark Royal, executive 
producer of the bbc2 documentary 
series Forty Minutes, and director 
and producer on many Michael Palin 
travel series, starting 
with Around the World 
in Eighty Days, and 
including Full Circle, 
Pole to Pole, Sahara and 
Himalaya. in november 
1962, the Eastbournian 
said:

another great loss to us was Mr 
r e s Mills, who during his one year 
with us was amongst other things the 
originator of the revue society. he 
seems to have got his party back from 
Turkey in roughly the same condition 
as they were when they set out. he 
has already been seen on southern 
Television.
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OLD	E ASTBOURNIAN

Emma	 Garrett	 and	 John	 Thornley	 had	
visited	 Derek,	 at	 age	 101	 our	 oldest	
Old	 Eastbournian,	 and	 he	 proudly	

donned	his	College	headgear	for	the	photo.	
(Sadly	Derek	died	 just	a	 few	weeks	 later).	
In	 the	 newsletter	 we	 referred	 to	 it	 as	 his	
‘boater’,	 but	 we	 were	 swiftly	 corrected	
by	a	number	of	OEs	who	told	us	that	the	
correct	term	is	‘basher’.	

Which	made	us	wonder	where	the	term	
‘basher’	 came	 from.	 Andrew	 Finn-Kelcey	
(Blackwater	 1956–60)	 said	 that	 when	 you	
first	bought	one,	the	hat	was	as	hard	as	rock	
and	 uncomfor table	 to	 wear.	 So,	 the	 hats	
were	 soaked	 in	 water	 and	 then	 ‘bashed’	

bOatEr Or bashEr?

This	picture	of	Derek	Granger	
(Powell	1935–39)	generated	a	variety	
of	comments	when	it	was	included	in	
our	email	newsletter	in	October.	

passing	 of	 the	 basher,	 which	 he	 says	 was	
abolished	 by	 Headmaster	 Michael	 Birley,	
despite	the	fact	that	they	were	popular	with	
the	boys	at	the	time.

A	quick	search	on	the	internet	suggests	
that	 ‘basher’	 is	not	a	name	solely	adopted	
by	College	pupils,	but	is	a	common	alterna-
tive	 to	 ‘boater’,	 along	 with	 skimmer,	 cady,	
katie,	 somer,	 or	 sennit	 hat.	 Traditionally	 a	
summer	 hat,	 boaters	 were	 derived	 from	
the	 canotier	 straw	 hat	 worn	 by	 gondo-
liers	 in	 Venice,	 hence	 the	 association	 with	
boating	and	the	name	boater.

In	America	in	the	early	part	of	the	20th	
century,	Straw	Hat	Day	was	the	day	when	
men	would	switch	from	wearing	their	winter	
headgear	to	their	summer	hats.	There	was	
also	an	unwritten	rule	that	straw	hats	should	
not	 be	 worn	 in	 public	 after	 15	 Septem-
ber,	 and	 it	 became	 socially	 acceptable	 for	

to	 soften	 them.	 Nigel	 Lea-Cox	 (Pennell	
1938 – 42)	 said	 in	 his	 memoirs	 ‘ the	 idea	
was	to	allow	one’s	basher	to	be	blown	off	
into	the	sea	so	that	they	could	be	moulded	
into	a	less	formal	shape.’	Others,	including	
Philip	Fenwick-Elliott	(Wargrave	1964–68),	
told	us	that	in	the	1960s	‘it	was	de	rigueur	
to	 ‘bash’	 the	 top	 in’.	 Luckily,	 as	 his	 photo	
shows,	 his	 basher	 managed	 to	 survive	 any	
such	 rough	 treatment.	 Philip	 laments	 the	

We are not qualified, nor do we 
presume, to be the college’s 

fashion critic. nevertheless, we would 
like to draw attention to the growth 
of eccentricities in the wearing of 
the common straw hat. Despite a 
reference in these pages some years 
ago to this headgear as ‘reminiscent 
of the naughty nineties’, we feel 
that the ‘basher’ worn with taste and 
distinction is both elegant and dignified. 
it would indeed be a pity if the good 
impression created by the majority 
of the college on the Town were 
injured by a few thoughtless individuals, 
who wear their ‘bashers’ not as one 

would expect of a public school boy, 
but in a fashion more appropriate 
to the fishmonger or the minstrel. 
irregularities in tilt are not, sad to say, 
the only eccentricities we have recently 
observed. Perhaps more noticeable 
are the locks of hair escaping from the 
front and the padding protruding from 
the back. These slight affectations can 
easily be avoided by a little thought and 
care, to the benefit of the College and 
the appearance of the owner. it is to 
be hoped that these few observations 
may prevent the traditional sunday 
headwear from becoming an object of 
derision.

anybody	wearing	one	after	this	date	to	be	
ridiculed	and,	at	worst,	to	have	their	boater	
knocked	off	their	head	and	stamped	on.	

Unfor tunately,	 things	 turned	 nasty	 100	
years	ago.	In	1922,	a	group	of	youths	in	New	
York	City	decided	to	start	the	hat-bashing	
two	days	before	the	usual	date.	This	devel-
oped	first	into	a	brawl,	then	into	a	series	of	
riots	lasting	eight	days,	as	gangs	roamed	the	
streets	looking	for	hat-wearers	from	whom	
they	 would	 snatch	 boaters	 and	 destroy	
them.	The	police	managed	to	restore	order	
after	many	arrests	and	some	injuries.

So,	 maybe	 an	 element	 of	 this	 unruly	
behaviour	 had	 seeped	 into	 the	 Eas t-
bournian consciousness and it became a 
custom	to	bash	in	the	top	of	your	hat	once	
your	 College	 days	 had	 come	 to	 an	 end?	
If	 anybody	 can	 shed	 any	 light	 on	 this,	 we	
would	be	most	interested	to	hear	from	you.

college boys relaxing in bashers in 1919

a footnote from the Eastbournian
In July 1951, the Eastbournian published this editorial:
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nOtEs  frOM thE  

archivEs

Archivist Paul Jordan writes:

We’ve	had	a	real	mixture	of	
enquiries	this	year	and	have	hosted	
a	number	of	visits	to	the	College.	
Archives	volunteer	Peter	Durrant	
(Reeves	1967–71)	is	doing	sterling	
work	adding	names	to	the	online	
photographic	database.	You	can	
access	this	if	you	register	on	the	ES	

website	and	then	click	on	‘Digital	
archive’	in	the	top	menu.	We	would	
encourage	more	OEs	to	identify	
pupils	in	house	and	team	photos,	as	
unfortunately	not	all	of	the	photos	
are	captioned	with	names.	

It	is	hoped	too,	that	in	a	few	
months,	a	hard	copy	of	the	Second	
World	War	Roll	of	Honour,	which	
has	been	updated	by	Michael	

Partridge	(Blackwater	1946–51)	will	
be	available.	

David	Atkins	(Gonville	1949–54)	
has	written	a	continuation	to	Vin	
Allom’s	100th	anniversary	College	
history	Ex Oriente Salus.	Entitled	
Eastbourne College: The Third Fifty Years 

1967–2017,	it	is	now	available.	Please	
contact	the	archives	if	you	would	like	
a	copy.

the trenCh Brothers
Michael	Cotsell	(School	
1951–55)	contacted	us	on	
behalf	of	his	cousin,	asking	if	
we	had	any	information	about	
the	Trench	brothers	who	had	
attended	the	College	in	the	
early	20th	century.	We	found	
the	following	details:

Maxwell	Douglas	Le	Poer	
Trench	(Gonville	1900–02),	
who	played	in	the	1st	XV	
shor tly	after	EC	Arnold	had	
introduced	the	new	rugby	
rules	to	the	College,	went	
on	to	be	an	adviser	to	the	
Por tuguese	Government	on	
coffee	grinding	in	East	Africa;	
Ar thur	Hugh	Donald	Le	Poer	
Trench	(Gonville	1904–07);	
Power	Watts	Le	Poer	Trench	
(Gonville	1910–12),	owner	of	
a	coffee	plantation	in	Kenya;	
and	Patrick	Chevenix	Le	Poer	
Trench	(Gonville	1915–16),	

who	ran	a	banana	plantation	in	
Jamaica.

the Mikado Fan
John	Hayes	(Blackwater	1968–
73)	responded	to	the	Mikado	
fan	ar ticle	which	appeared	
in	last	year’s	magazine.	He	
contacted us to say not only 

did	he	share	the	same	name	
as	the	owner	of	the	fan	but	he	
is	also	a	Past	Master	of	The	
Worshipful	Company	of	Fan	
Makers	and	a	Trustee	of	The	
Fan	Museum	in	Greenwich.	

peter hartwell
We	received	an	enquiry	about	
Peter	William	Beresford	
Har twell	(School	1939–40).	
Peter	died	on	5	June	1943,	
when	his	aircraft,	a	torpedo-
bomber,	crashed	into	the	sea	
off	the	east	coast	of	Scotland	
just	after	he	had	released	

his	torpedo.	He	was	20.	We	
forwarded	the	information	
taken	from	the	Second	World	
War	Roll	of	Honour	to	the	
enquirer.	

MarlBorouGh house 
prep, readinG
Paul	Mason,	Head	of	History	
at	Crosfields	School,	Reading,	
is	tracing	details	of	alumni	
of	Marlborough	House	
prep	school	in	Reading	who	
later	attended	the	College.	
(Marlborough	House	merged	
with	another	school,	Leighton	
Park,	in	1940,	and	the	junior	
school	of	Leighton	Park	

became	Crosfields	in	1957.	
It	is	not	to	be	confused	with	
Marlborough	House	Prep	in	
Hawkhurst.)	We	were	able	to	
provide	information	about	the	
five	boys	who	came	on	to	the	
College:	Eric	Edward	Baker	
(Pennell	1920–24);	Eustace	
Humphrey	Bonnett	(Crosby	
1920–24);	Trevor	Francis	
Bonnett	(Crosby	1924–28),	
brother	of	Eustace,	Trevor	was	
a	pupil	at	and	later	taught	at	
Chelmsford	Hall	prep	school,	
Eastbourne;	Henry	Stanley	
Culherne-Brown	(Crosby	
1920–22);	and	Trevor	Rex	
Colgate	(Gonville	1943–47).

aGent sonya
As	par t	of	research	by	Michael	Par tridge	
(Blackwater	1946–51)	for	the	obituary	
of	Michael	‘Maik’	Hamburger	(Pennell	
1944–48)	on	page	99,	we	became	aware	
of	Ben	Macintyre’s	book	Agent Sonya,	
which	provided	some	useful	information	
on	Michael’s	life	as	a	child.	The	book	is	the	
fascinating	story	of	Michael’s	mother,	born	Ursula	Kuczynski,	
but	perhaps	better	known	as	Agent	Sonya,	a	German	
communist	activist	who	spied	for	the	Soviet	Union.	The	book,	
which	was	published	in	2021,	is	well	wor th	a	read.

Chapel stained-Glass 
windows
Jane	Smith	visited	the	College	
chapel	in	May	2022.	She	is	
writing	a	masters	disser tation	
on	the	stained-glass	ar tist	and	
designer,	Mary	Lowndes,	who	
designed	six	windows	for	the	
chapel	which	date	from	the	
period	1903	to	1919.

In	October	2022,	Kim	
Adams,	a	local	tour	guide,	who	
includes	the	College	site	as	
par t	of	his	Devonshire	Quar ter	
tour,	visited	the	College.	We	
showed	him	the	Cloisters	(and	
plaques)	and	the	war	memorial	hall.	There	was	also	a	visit	to	
the	chapel	to	look	at	the	stained-glass	windows.	

The West Window in the chapel, 
designed by Mary lowndes, 
which commemorates 12 oes 
who died in the boer War
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a key MoMent in ColleGe 
history
On	Tuesday	1	February	2022	a	
ceremonial	key	which	had	been	used	
to	open	the	door	to	the	Arnold	Wing	
of	the	Memorial	Building	when	it	was	
officially	opened	in	1930,	returned	
to	the	College	after	nearly	92	years.	
The	archives	had	been	contacted	by	
Chris	Ayress	to	say	that	she	and	her	
husband	wished	to	donate	a	key	which	had	been	bought	by	
her	husband’s	aunt	and	uncle	in	a	sale	at	the	home	of	the	1st	
Viscount	Hailsham	some	years	previously.	The	Viscount	had	
been	guest	of	honour	at	the	opening	of	the	Arnold	Wing	on	
14	June	1930	and	had	been	presented	with	the	key.	Chris	

and	her	friend,	Pat	
Harlow,	visited	the	
College	and	were	
shown	the	door	(in	
the	nicest	possible	

way).	Chris	kindly	re-enacted	the	scene	from	92	years	ago	
by	putting	the	key	in	the	lock,	hoping	it	wouldn’t	get	stuck	or	
snap	off,	but	all	was	well.	Chris	added	that,	aside	from	the	key,	
a	pair	of	Viscount	Hailsham’s	slippers	had	also	been	bought	at	
the	house	sale,	and	these	were	later	worn,	with	pride,	by	her	
husband’s	grandfather,	a	draper	in	Sandwich.	The	Hailsham	
connection	has	continued	at	the	College	as	the	1st	Viscount's	
great	grandson	William	Koops	was	a	pupil	in	Gonville	from	
2005	to	2010.	William's	father	Eric	Koops	is	also	an	OE	
(Gonville	1959–63).

new ColleGe
We	were	contacted	by	a	
gentleman	asking	if	his	great-
grandfather	had	come	to	the	
College	and	was	it	possible	
that	his	son	came	as	well?	
We	checked	our	records	
but	without	result.	Then	I	
remembered	we	had	a	file	
containing	a	list	of	boys	who	
had	attended	New	College	
(now	Gildredge	Free	School).	
Sure	enough	we	found	the	
details	our	enquirer	required.	
Ironically,	the	great-grandfather	
probably	attended	New	
College	when	it	was	based	
at	Ellesmere	Villas,	the	
original	home	of	Eastbourne	
College.	The	son	was	not	so	
for tunate	in	life,	according	
to	the	enquirer,	he	was	a	
bigamist,	repeated	bankrupt	
and	was	eventually	banished	to	
Australia!

Cs sMallMan prize
We	received	an	enquiry	
about	the	Smallman	prize.	
The	enquirer	wanted	to	know	
more	about	Ar thur	Smallman	
(Blackwater	1906–09)	after	
whom,	she	thought,	the	prize	

1915	Eastbournian	magazine	
stated	that	Sir	Henry	Smallman	
had	endowed	a	fund	for	
providing	science	prizes	in	
memory	of	his	son,	Charles,	
who	had	been	killed	in	action	
in	December	1914.	Prizes	are	
normally	given	out	on	Speech	
Day	but	these	were	not	held	
from	1915	to	1918,	due	to	
the	war,	we	assume.	The	first	
mention	of	the	Smallman	
prize	was	on	Speech	Day	1919	
where	it	was	described	as	the	
CS	Smallman	Natural	Science	
Prize.	The	prize	is	still	given	
and	is	now	known	as	the	CS	
Smallman	Senior	Chemistry	
Prize.

the taylor Brothers
Having	recently	moved	to	
Eastbourne,	one	of	our	
enquirers	wanted	to	find	out	
about	his	great-great	uncles,	
John	Taylor	(School	1881–82)	
and	Christopher	Taylor	(School	
1882–83).	We	were	able	to	
send	him	some	information	
and	asked	him	to	let	us	have	
fur ther	details	of	their	lives	
post-College.	Often	we	have	
only	the	school	records	and	
nothing	about	their	careers	
and	families,	so	we	were	very	
pleased	when	the	enquirer	was	
able to send us more details 
about	the	brothers’	later	lives.

was	named.	After	carrying	out	
some	research,	we	discovered	
that	it	was	his	brother,	Charles	
Strong	Smallman	(Blackwater	
1907–11)	with	whom	the	prize	
is	connected.	An	entry	in	a	

andrew Finn-kelCey
Andrew	Finn-Kelcey	
(Blackwater	1956–60)	
visited	the	College	in	
November	2022.	He	very	
kindly	donated	some	of	his	
school	memorabilia	which	
included	his	membership	
cards	for	the	Film	Society	
and	one	for	‘Club	Rico’	(a	
club	situated	in	Maxims	
coffee	bar	at	89	South	Street,	Eastbourne).	He	told	us	some	
wonderful	anecdotes	about	life	at	the	College	including	how	
he	and	some	other	pupils	met	a	group	of	girls	near	Beachy	
Head	which	was	strictly	forbidden.	A	master	spotted	them	
and	Andrew	was	’gated’	for	the	whole	term.	Andrew	gave	us	

an	explanation	for	the	term	‘basher’	
which	you	can	read	about	on	page	
40.	He	was	also	a	member	of	the	
College	Meteorological	Society,	
taking	measurements	from	a	
weather	station	on	the	Memorial	
Tower,	and	has	continued	to	
collect	meteorological	records	for	
the	past	60	years.club rico 

membership card

Paul Jordan with andrew finn-Kelcey

FranCis herBert wales
We	had	an	enquiry	from	John	
Wales	(Blackwater	1953–58)	
asking	for	details	of	his	
father’s	time	at	the	College.	
Francis	Herber t	Wales	was	in	
Blackwater	from	1919	to	1924.	
We	were	able	to	provide	John	
with	a	1924	house	photo,	
a	copy	of	Francis’s	entry	in	
the	1924	leavers’	book	and	
a	copy	of	his	obituary	which	
appeared	in	the	1996/97	Old 

Eastbournian.

heads oF house Boards
Blackwater	 House	 contacted	
us	 and	 asked	 if	 could	 supply	
them	 with	 the	 names	 of	 heads	
of	 house	 and	 housemaster s	
from	 2011–22	 to	 enable	 them	
to	update	their	honours	board.	
We	 also	 helped	 supply	 names	
for	the	Gonville	House	honours	
board	project.

other sChools in 
eastBourne
We	have	had	a	number	of	
enquiries	this	year	asking	
for	information	about	family	
members	who	attended	
‘Eastbourne	College’.	Often	
we	are	able	to	confirm	that	
the	boys	did	come	to	the	
College	but	on	a	number	of	
occasions	it	turns	out	that	
the	boys	went	to	the	former	
Eastbourne	Grammar	School,	
the	Eastbourne	Technical	
School,	the	Eastbourne	School	
of	Ar t	or	to	one	of	the	many	
private	schools	which	existed	
in	Eastbourne	in	the	late	19th	
and	early	20th	centuries.	In	a	
few	cases,	we	are	still	able	to	
help	the	enquirers	by	checking	
online	historic	newspapers	
or	finding	referenc	es	in	the	
material	we	have	on	former	
Eastbourne	schools.

philip hepBurn
Philip	Hepburn	(Blackwater	
1961–66)	paid	a	return	visit	
to	the	archives	in	March	2022	
to	discuss	the	donations	he	
had	previously	made.	He	
also	showed	us	copies	of	
photos	which	his	father,	Guy	
Hepburn	(Blackwater	1929–34;	
Headmaster	of	Ascham	
1958–69),	had	taken	during	his	
time	at	the	College.

OLD	E ASTBOURNIAN
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heir hunters
Perhaps	the	most	satisfying	outcome	to	an	enquiry	came	
when	we	helped	track	down	the	beneficiaries	of	a	legacy.	We	
were	contacted	by	an	enquirer	who	was	trying	to	find	the	
whereabouts	of	the	children	of	a	deceased	OE.	Her	father,	who	
had	recently	died,	had	left	them	a	bequest,	but	the	enquirer	had	
no	idea	how	to	make	contact	with	them.	Much	like	the	television	
programme	Heir Hunters,	we	consulted	various	internet	sites	and	
our	own	records,	and	were	able	to	discover	the	address	of	one	
of	the	OE’s	daughters.	The	family	were	delighted	and	amazed	at	
our	tenacity	and	skill	in	tracking	them	down.	

This	is	a	good	example	of	how	we	work	in	the	archives	–	we	
always	try	and	do	our	utmost	to	help	our	enquirers	regardless	of	
the	time	and	effor t	it	takes.

the 1906 GyMkhana

the all BlaCks  
in 1953 – were  
you there?
An	OE	drew	our	attention	to	the	
BBC	online	archive	which	contains	
a	Television	Newsreel	report	about	
the	All	Blacks	rugby	team	who	
used	College	Field	for	training	in	
October	1953,	during	their	British	
tour.	We	have	taken	a	couple	of	
screen	shots	from	the	film,	showing	
College	boys	watching	the	team	from	outside	Big	School.	Do	you	recognise	yourself ?	Please	let	us	know	at	archives@eastbourne-
college.co.uk.	If	you	want	to	see	the	whole	film,	please	visit	www.bbcrewind.co.uk	and	search	for	‘Eastbourne	College’.

And wasn’t it a pretty dish

To set before John Bull

Written	 on	 the	 tin	 itself	 was:	
‘Death	 Trap	 Brand	 –	 by	 Kill-
Quick	&	Co.	–	Chicago’	

The	idea	behind	the	
costume almost certainly 
relates	to	a	scandal	which	
broke	in	the	summer	of	
1906	regarding	adulterated	
tinned	meat	which	had	
been	produced	in	the	USA	
(predominantly	Chicago).	
In	one	investigation,	it	was	
found	that	sausages	had	been	
preserved	in	embalming	fluid.	
Ironically,	Reginald	Colgate	
went	on	to	be	an	analytical	
chemist.

John	Tolhurst	(School	
1901–06)	and	Donald	
Scott	(School	1903–07)	
won	second	prize	for	their	
submarine	costume	(left	hand	
side	of	photo)	while	Kenneth	
Jameson	(Home	Boarder	
1902–10),	pictured	on	the	
right	dressed	as	a	grandfather	
clock,	won	four th	prize.

Looking	through	an	album	
of	Edwardian	photos	in	the	
archives	store,	we	came	
across	some	fascinating	
images	of	the	1906	College	
gymkhana.	The	event	
took	place	on	Speech	Day,	
Saturday	7	July	1906,	and	
was	organised	by	the	College	
Cadet	Corps	(now	the	CCF).	
The	photo	shows	a	line-up	
of	the	prize	winners	of	the	
fancy	dress	competition.	
First	prize	went	to	Reginald	
Colgate	(School	1902–06)	
and	Vivian	Deuchar	(School	
1903–06)	who	were	dressed	
as	America’s	Uncle	Sam	
and	a	tin	of	meat.	This	
odd combination is partly 
explained	by	the	verse	
written	on	a	placard	held	
above	the	‘tin’:

Sing about Chicago

Horn and hoof and skin

What a fine farrago
Packed into a tin

When the tin was opened

Of ptomaine ‘twas full

MoVinG with the 
tiMes
In	October,	the	
granddaughter	of	Old	
Eastbournian	Edward	
Lawrence	Anthony	(Tony)	
Folker	(School	1929–34)	
and	her	family	were	
shown	a	clock	that	he	had	
donated	to	the	College	
in	1939.	Annemarie	
Leuvennink	and	her	
family	were	attending	the	
College	on	Open	Day	on	Saturday	8	October	when	they	
spoke	to	Development	Director	Emma	Garrett.	She	took	
them	to	the	Eastbournian	Society	office	to	show	them	the	
clock,	which	had	recently	been	taken	down	from	its	position	
in	the	old	dining	hall.	When	Annemarie's	maternal	grandfather	
presented	the	clock	to	the	College	it	had	been	put	above	the	
entrance	to	the	original	pavilion	on	College	Field.	The	clock,	
made	by	local	firm	Brufords,	was	accompanied	by	a	plaque	
which	read:	Presented by E L A Folker, School House 1929 to 1934, 

CURFC 1937.

CURFC	are	the	initials	for	the	Cambridge	University	Rugby	
Football	Club	and	in	1937,	his	final	year,	Tony	won	his	rugby	Blue.	
In	2000,	the	clock	was	removed	from	the	pavilion	and	installed	
in	the	College	dining	hall.	At	the	time,	a	second	plaque	and	a	
new	clock	movement	were	supplied	by	the	Old	Eastbournian	
Association.	With	the	old	dining	hall	no	longer	in	use,	the	clock	
was	removed	recently	for	safe	keeping	and	has	since	been	put	
back	in	its	original	wooden	frame.	Emma	told	Annemarie	and	
her	 family	 that	 we	 are	 currently	 considering	 where	 the	 clock	
could	be	installed	next	–	it	cer tainly	has	moved	with	the	times!
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bring	the	clock	
with	her	–	we	
imagined	a	
grandfather	
clock strapped 
to	the	roof !	In	
fact,	it	is	very	
ornate brass 
mantel	clock,	
decorated in 
the	French	
ormolu	style.	
It	now	takes	
pride	of	place	
on	the	mantelpiece	in	the	ES	office	in	
Craven	Cottage.

Meads: an eduCational heartland 
Chris	Neighbour,	a	great	supporter	of	the	College,	has	
recently	published	a	book	about	the	history	of	private	
schools	in	Meads.	In	the	book	Meads: An Educational 

Heartland,	Chris	uses	his	extensive	
research	to	build	a	picture	of	schools,	
large	and	small,	the	adults	and	children	
who	worked	in	them,	their	comings	
and	goings,	their	challenges	and	
achievements.	With	his	background	
in	education,	Chris	was	fascinated	by	
how	the	town	attracted	such	a	range	
of	schools	and	colleges	over	the	latter	part	of	the	19th	
century	and	through	to	the	Second	World	War.	

Sources	 include	 rarely	 seen	 reports	 by	 Her	 Majesty’s	
Inspectorate	 for	 Schools,	 based	 on	 school	 visits,	 which	
reveal	details	of	day-to-day	life	for	staff	and	pupils.	Addition-
ally,	archived	newspaper	reports	from	around	the	country	
provide	some	fascinating	glimpses	of	special	moments	 in	
the	 lives	 of	 these	 schools.	 From	 schools	 established	 in	
residential	 villas	 to	 those	 which	 provided	 education	 in	
purpose-built	premises,	many	thousands	of	pupils	devel-
oped	 their	 lives	 in	 and	 among	 the	 streets	 of	 Meads	 and	
left	 the	 area	 with	 a	 unique	 legacy.	 The	 book	 costs	 £20	
(£3.75	 p&p).	 To	 order,	 please	 email	 Chris	 at	 contact. 
educheartland@gmail.com	or	phone	07817	647506.

riChard norMan’s 
selF-Built Car
We	received	a	fascinating	
enquiry	from	Richard	Norman	
(Powell	1962–67)	who	built	
a	car	while	at	the	College	
and	wondered	if	we	had	any	
photos	taken	of	it	during	the	
1967	centenary	celebrations.	
He	said:

‘In	my	final	year	at	the	
College,	I	won	the	Nelson	
Helmsley	Senior	Project	Prize	
for	a	car	I	had	built.	[The	prize	
that	year	was	awarded	jointly	
with	Rober t	Vale	(School	
1962–67)	for	his	hovercraft.]	
This	was	1967,	the	centenary	
year,	so	I	had	the	honour	of	

shaking	the	hand	of	Harold	
Macmillan	on	the	stage	of	
the	Congress	Theatre	when	
receiving	the	prize!	‘For	the	
Speech	Day	celebrations,	my	
car	and	the	hovercraft	were	
positioned	on	College	Field	
either	side	of	Memorial	Arch,	
but	I	have	no	photographic	
record.	I	was	also	told	later	
that	the	car	was	featured	in	
the	BBC	South	evening	TV	
news	programme,	but	I	missed	
that	as	well	and	there	were	no	
VCRs	in	those	days!	‘Although	
I	loved	my	time	at	the	College,	
there	was	zero	suppor t	for	
a	boy	interested	in	pursuing	
a	career	in	engineering,	so	
the	car	build	was	carried	out	

largest	bus	builder,	Alexander	
Dennis,	and	is	featured	in	a	
book entitled Dennis Buses 

and Other Vehicles	which	was	
written	to	celebrate	the	
company’s	125th	anniversary.	
Amongst	his	many	design	
achievements	was	the	Dennis	
Dar t,	which	went	on	to	
become	the	most	produced	
bus	in	the	UK.	

Richard’s	son	Chris	
Norman	was	in	Wargrave	
from	2002	to	2006	and	his	
daughter	Sarah	(Nugent	
2001–02)	is	married	to	Guy	
Croft	(Gonville	1997–2002).	
Guy's	sister,	Charlotte,	was	in	
School	House	from	2000	to	
2005.

on	my	own	at	my	parent’s	
home	in	Eastbourne.	My	
enthusiasm	for	building	the	
car	far	exceeded	my	interest	
in	studying	for	my	A-levels	
which	was	duly	reflected	in	
my	grades.	However,	I	went	
on	to	have	a	very	fulfilling	
and	successful	career	as	a	
mechanical	engineer.’

Richard	retired	in	2010	
as	chief	engineer	of	the	UK’s	

niGel stroFton’s staG Fez
Nigel	Strofton	(Gonville	1955–59)	sent	
us	this	clipping	from	the	Daily Telegraph 
of	16	November	1959,	repor ting	
on	the	1st	XV	match	against	King’s	
Canterbury.	In	a	closely	fought	contest,	
the	College	had	been	8	points	down	
from	early	on,	but	Nigel	had	helped	
redress	the	balance,	first	with	a	penalty	
towards	the	end	of	the	first	half	and	
then,	five	minutes	before	the	end,	with	
the	winning	try.	Final	score:	College	
9	–	King’s	Canterbury	8.	The	headline	
states:	‘STROFTON	WINNER	FOR	
EASTBOURNE’.	Nigel	tells	us:	‘As	a	
result	of	this	game	I	was	awarded	my	
Stag.	I	wrote	a	letter	to	my	father	asking	if	I	
could	order	the	Stag	fez	(as	it	was	called	in	
those	days).	The	cost	was	£5	5s	(£5.25).	He	
replied	saying	yes,	but	it	would	have	to	be	my	
Christmas	present.	I	ordered	it	and	sadly	it	did	
not	arrive	in	time	for	Christmas	but	came	in	mid-
January.	By	then	I	had	left	the	College,	so	I	never	had	the	
oppor tunity	to	wear	it	prior	to	a	game	or	in	a	photograph.	I	still	have	
my	Stag	playing	shir t	and	Stag	pullover	and	Stag	socks.’

[Norman Hepburn Baynes, Home Boarder 

1892–96], in the name of the School 

presented him with a small testimonial in 

return for his kindness and patience during the 

eight years of his mastership.’

The	clock	is	inscribed:	 
'Presented to A Zaleski as a token of esteem 

and regard from the masters and boys of 

Eastbourne College, July 1896'.

Following	his	time	at	the	College,	
Zaleski	continued	to	teach	French	in	
Eastbourne	and	adver tised	in	the	local	
press	offering	French	language	and	
literature	lessons.	A	few	years	later	he	left	
England	for	France	and	died	in	1910.

Steph	said	she	was	coming	to	
Eastbourne	on	a	coach	holiday	and	would	

the zaleski CloCk
In	June	2022,	we	were	contacted	by	Steph	
Lawrence	who	wanted	to	donate	a	clock	
to	the	College.	It	had	been	presented	
to	Alber t	Zaleski,	her	great	grandfather,	
who	had	taught	French	at	the	school	from	
1888	to	1896.	He	appeared	to	be	highly	
regarded	at	the	College	as	the	headmaster	
pointed	out	on	Speech	Day,	1896:

‘...the French Examiner spoke very highly of 

the French teaching…and he [the headmaster] 

must congratulate Mons. Zaleski most 

sincerely on the result of his work.’

And	later	that	year:
‘Mons. A Zaleski left us at the end of 

last term; on Monday, July 28, N H Baynes 



rip-cord of his parachute as he did so. he fell into a tree at 
West langdon and it was nearly 20 minutes before he could be 
rescued, losing a good deal of blood from his 12 bullet wounds 
and a fractured pelvis. His aircraft fell to earth in flames and 
crashed at West Langdon. He was taken to the Royal Victoria 
hospital in Dover where he died of burns two days later on 10 
august 1940. he was 20.

Peter was laid to rest in his grandparents’ family grave, 
42348, along st cyprian’s avenue at the london necropolis 
cemetery at brookwood in surrey (now known as brookwood 
cemetery). The headstone 
reads ‘in proud and loving 
memory of Pilot Officer Peter 
frank Kennard-Davis who 
died on the 10th august 1940 
from wounds received in an 
air battle off Dover, at the age 
of 20 years. called to higher 
service’. an obituary notice 
stated that ‘this young officer 
had a most attractive personal-
ity and cheerful manner which 
endeared him to all who knew 
him and he was a great favour-
ite in the village where he had 
spent many years of his life’. 
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Deborah butler 
First	edition	of	British Waders	by	EC	
Arnold	(1924).	Given	as	maths	prize	to	
John coplestone carter	(Blackwater	
1928–32)

Peter b Graham 
Fabric	badge	with	stag	emblem,	‘ECCC	
1926’,	belonging	to	his	father	James eric 
Graham	(Pennell	1922–26)	

Philip hepburn	(Blackwater	1961–66) 
Public & Prep Schools’ Yearbook 1957;	Public 

& Prep Schools’ Yearbook 1967;	spor ting	
photos;	items	belonging	to	his	father,	

dOnatiOns
Guy hepburn (Blackwater	1929–34;	
Headmaster	of	Ascham	1958–69),	
including	a	swagger	stick	and	College	
medals	(boxed)	for	1930	athletic	
spor ts/1933	athletic	spor ts/1934	long	jump

Dr charles Knighton	(Clifton	College	
Archivist).	List	of	attendees	of	the	Lectern	
Society	1995–2002.	From	the	estate	of	
Dr chris Waller	(College	staff	1991–2002)

eric Koops	(Gonville	1959–63) 
Bible	with	label	on	spine	‘Gift from 

Viscount Tenby’.	Published	in	1923.	Signed	
‘David Lloyd George’.	Most	likely	to	be	the	
signature	of	the	2nd Viscount Tenby 
(School	1936–41),	son	of	Gwilym lloyd 
George,	1st Viscount Tenby	(School	
1910–13)

chris neighbour 
A	copy	of	his	book,	Meads, an Educational 

Heartland  

nigel sargant	(Reeves	1990–95) 
Book: Special Ops Heroes	by	Michael	
Ashcroft,	which	mentions	cecil Merton 
(Gonville	1921–27);	1937	College	regatta	
programme

nigel strofton	(Gonville	1955–59) 
College	car	badge

Mike yeats 
A	PDF	digital	document	of	the	Second	
World	War	diaries	of	his	father	William 
John howard yeats	(Home	Boarder/
Crosby	1935–39).	Mike’s	brother,	Jeremy,	
was	in	Wargrave	from	1965	to	1968

we are GrateFul to the FollowinG who 

haVe Made donations to the arChiVes

P eter frank Kennard-Davis, was born on 24 february 
1920 to parents captain frank edward and Mrs frances 
amelia Kennard-Davis of selsey, West sussex, and West 

Kensington, london. he attended Wargrave from september 
1933 until late 1934. his school record was undistinguished, 
unsurprisingly considering that he left at the age of 14. his 
father was a professional photographer and during the second 
World War served as a military attaché in south america with 
the rank of colonel. 

aged 16, Peter attended the Thames nautical Training 
college, hMs Worcester, at Greenhithe, intending to join the 
Merchant navy, but an eyesight defect prevented this. instead 
he entered the raf on a short service commission in May 
1939. In April 1940 he was posted as a Pilot Officer to no 7 
aacu (anti-aircraft co-operation unit) at raf ringway, 
Castle Bromwich; then in July 1940 to no 7 Officers’ Training 
Unit at Hawarden near Chester and, after converting to fly 
Spitfires, on 3 August 1940 was posted to 64 Squadron at 
Kenley in surrey. on 10 July 1940 Peter had taken part in the 
first day of the Battle of Britain. 

On 8 August Peter’s Spitfire caught fire during combat 
with Messerschmitt 109s from Jagdgeschwader 51 over West 
langdon, just north of Dover, and Peter bailed out, with 
serious wounds in his head, body, right arm and right leg. he 
was unable to bail out in the usual manner but had to turn his 
aircraft upside down and allow himself to fall out, pulling the 

a lOnG-lOst 

casualty Of thE 

sEcOnd wOrld war

Kennard-Davis’s grave at 
brookwood

Peter frank Kennard-Davis (Wargrave 1933–

34), who was killed in action in 1940, was not 

recorded in the original second World War roll 

of honour, nor does his name appear on the 

plaques under the Memorial Tower. 

A Spitfire of 64 Squadron 1940
Michael Partridge (Blackwater 1946–51) writes:


